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Hotel Residence Rihab, Agadir 

 

1. Participants: Colin Hume, Doug Hume and David Bowman 

 

2. Introduction 

 

This trip was organised to try and see some of the special birds of Southern Morocco.  

Personally, I wanted to catch up with four target species: Bald Ibis, Moussiers Redstart, 

Thick-billed Lark and Cream-coloured Courser.  Although the driving distances in Morocco 

are huge, using Agadir as a base puts sites for all of these within relatively easy reach. 

 

Flights were organised with Ryanair, Liverpool to Agadir and cost £107 per person, return, 

including all the inevitable add-ons.  The Hotel, the Residence Rihab in Agadir, was booked 

via Expedia and cost Ã90 per person per week, in a four bedded ñapartmentò.  We liked the 

hotel, which was clean and exceptionally friendly.  It was sparsely occupied but sprang to life 

in the evenings, as the bar featured a kind of techno-ethnic music, played at loud volumes and 

which was magnetically attractive to the locals, who poured in to dance the nights away till 

six in the morningééwhich is fine unless you want to be up and out pre-dawn on most days!  

We were lucky in being given a room at the back of the hotel, looking towards the sea.  We 

spoke to some other guests who werenôt so fortunate and couldnôt sleep for the noise.  

Breakfast was not included, so we paid 50 Dirhams per day (£4.50) to avail ourselves of the 

all-you-can-eat buffet.  We also regularly tipped Yusuf, the person in charge of the restaurant, 

who was happy to provide plastic bags and cling-film so that we could load up with food for 

lunch, as well as to fill all our flasks with hot coffee.  Agadir is obviously a major tourist 

destination and has an expansive beach, backed by a wide promenade, lined with a good 

variety of restaurants.  The Residence Rihab is a ten minute drive from the front, where we 

ate on most evenings, though the hotel food was also excellent.   

 

Car hire is expensive in Morocco, due to the pot-holed state of the roads.  We paid £360 for 

the week for a Toyota Corolla, booked via Alamo Cars but serviced via Europcar, which 

served us well.  This was almost £100 per week less than we would have paid for a similar 

vehicle via Ryanairôs provider, Hertz.  It is easily possible to find cheaper deals but given the 
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distance off the beaten track we were likely to travel, it just seemed better to have the back-up 

of a big, reputable (!) organisation.  

 

The weather in mid-March was superb, warm and pleasant in the mornings and evenings, 

while soaring into the high eighties by mid-afternoon. 

 

 

3.  Day 1  15
th

 March  Agadir  

 

We flew from Liverpool at 3.00 pm, arriving punctually in Agadir at 6.45 pm.  Pick up of the 

car went smoothly.  We then had trouble changing as much money as we wanted, as the 

bureau de change was closing as we arrived.  This proved not to be a problem as the hotel was 

happy to change money for us the following morning.  There was then the usual, slightly tired 

but excited attempt to find the hotel in the dark.  Agadir Al Massria Airport is some way out 

of the town and we drove cautiously, having heard and read much about the dangers of 

Moroccan roads.  In retrospect and having driven on various continents, I would say that the 

reports are somewhat exaggerated.  Traffic volume is low, with almost completely empty 

roads away from the towns, though you do have to keep a wary eye open for cyclists and 

pedestrians, who are casually suicidal.   

 

Anyway, after circling the town several times and familiarising ourselves with both the 

commercial and residential areas of Agadir, we finally stumbled on our hotel at around 

9.00pm.   We were made very welcome, fed and watered and then fell into bed. 

 

 
 

Moroccan Magpie in scrub outside the hotel 
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4.  Day 2  16
th

 March  Agadir and Oued Souss 

 

I woke just before dawn to see, from the balcony, a clear blue sky and groups of Pallid Swifts 

swirling round the hotel, while Yellow-legged Gulls streamed over.  Grabbing the bins I 

picked out a singing male House Bunting, perched on the building opposite, while a Common 

Bulbul sang from an adjacent palm tree.  

 

 
 

Common Bulbuls feeding outside hotel balcony 

 

 

A quick shower and I was outside, discovering that the hotel backed onto a large area of 

scrub.  Lots of common birds were feeding round the edges, including Crested Larks, Spotless 

Starlings, Common Bulbuls, Collared Doves and Woodpigeons.  Best birds found were two 

more House Buntings, two Woodchat Shrikes and two Moroccan Magpies mauritanica.  The 

latter looked very different to our own birds, piratical, with a dashing blue diamond behind 

the eye.  

 

An hour later, I joined Colin and Doug for an excellent breakfast before we headed off for the 

Oued Souss.  This is one of the top sites in Southern Morocco and is well described in all the 

guides and field reports.  Basically, you turn off the main road south from Agadir a few 

kilometres out of town, where there is a right turn signed ñGolf du Soleilò.  This leads to a 

small junction, with the left turn following the Oued (river) Souss to the east and the main site 

and the river mouth reached by carrying on to the right.  There was a lot of work being done 

on the track when we arrived, presumably to repair the massive damage done by the 

unprecedented flooding in the previous weeks.  
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Initially we parked at the junction to explore the riverside track to the east.  We soon met an 

English birder, who explained that the bridge across a tributary of the Souss, which the track 

crosses, had been washed away in the rains   and that he hadnôt been able to get across.  

Undeterred, we pressed on and scrambled across the stagnant, evil-smelling stream to explore 

a lovely area of riverside marsh, grassland and scrub.  Waders were the main feature, flushing 

from the damp marshy areas to either side of the track.  Little Ringed Plover, Avocet, Spotted 

Redshank, Ruff, Wood Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper and Black-winged Stilt were some of 

those seen.  In the scrub along the riverôs edge, warblers were moving through, including 

Orphean, Iberian Chiffchaff, Sardinian and Isabelline, plus a few Woodchats. 

 

Returning to the car we drove along the very rutted track, stopping only to watch a pair of 

Moussiers Redstarts giving very close views. Eventually, we reached the guard post by the 

Royal Palace.  We parked there, in the shade and chatted to the Captain of the Guard and his 

men, which was worth doing as they were very accommodating when we returned, later in the 

week, to look for red-necked nightjars.  Wandering along the track, with the Royal Palace on 

our right and the marsh on our left, we had great views of a wide range of water-birds.  

flamingos, Little Egrets and Grey Herons were numerous, with Spoonbills, a wide variety of 

waders, Zitting Cisticolas and gulls also common.  Overhead, 15 Lesser Kestrels drifted 

northwards, while a few Shoveler and ten Snipe flushed, along with a single Great White 

Egret.   

 

 
 

Stone Curlew at the mouth of the Oued Souss 

 

 

Carrying on down the track, we reached an area of sand workings, guarded by some soldiers.  

We spoke to them and were told that we couldnôt carry on but could cut across to the 

shoreline and follow this back to the guard-post.  This suited us just fine, as it enabled us to 

overlook the many wader pools with the sun behind us.  As we walked through the sand  
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workings, towards the beach, we started to flush stone curlews by the dozen.  When you reach 

the riverôs edge, through the scrub, you see a colossal area of plastic and other debris, thrown 

up by the tide onto the shore.  This was favoured by the Stone Curlews and by the time we 

reached the edge of the beach, we had flushed more than fifty.  Heading back, parallel to the 

beach, we were able to scrutinise the many wader pools.  Greenshank, Oystercatcher, Grey 

Plover, Knot, Ringed Plover, Whimbrel, Curlew, Dunlin, Kentish Plover, Curlew Sandpiper, 

Sanderling and a single Marsh Sandpiper were present.   

 

Returning to the car, we drove back a short distance to where there is a platform over-looking 

a sandbar in the Souss.  Here we had some food and cracked our flasks, while fifty Common 

Terns crossed the river mouth and 270 White Storks spiralled down to rest on their journey 

north.  Scanning the river and sandbar, we saw many of the species already noted, while a few 

Swallows passed over, along with four Common Swifts.  On the golf-course behind our 

vantage point, three Moroccan White Wagtails of the sub-species subpersonata, fed actively 

before flying away across the river as dusk approached and we headed back to the hotel. 

 

As we pulled into the road outside the hotel, a Stone Curlew flushed from the road and flew 

into an adjacent, fenced compound.  A few beers and a good meal later and we were falling 

into bed, looking forward to what the next day would hold. 

 

 

 

 
 

Female Moussiers Redstart, Oued Souss 

 

 

 

 

 


