Day 6.The day dawned cloudy and cooler, expected as we were now at over 9000 feet.
Around the hotel grounds were birds to be expected at altitude: Abyssinian Thrushes,
Dusky Turtle Doves and both Streaky and Brownped Seedeater@endemic). On

departure we headed up onto the Sanetti Plateau high in the Bale Mountains, reaching a
(literally) breathtaking altitude of 13,400 feet. Here the habitat changed to Asfigine

with picturesque pools and tall spikes of Giant Lobelia progigerches for Slenddailled
Starlings and Augur Buzzards.




A whole range of new birds and mammals were to be found here plus closer views of
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A summary of further highlights ddey Qi R2 2dza A O0S G2 0KS I NI
Moorland Chats, a flock of Chestmeped Francolins, Groundscraper Thrushes, White

naped Pigeons (endemic), Sgoeasted Lapwings (endemic), Abyssinian Longclaw
(endemic) and Blaekeaded Siskin (enaeic).









Add to this commoner residents and migrants such astRexated Pipits, Thekla Larks,
Golden Eagle and Rdxlled Chough and it was a busy morning. A couple ofhusging

walks were made for closer views of 2 Wattled Cranes and, bedt @f Ethiopian Wolves

that allowed reasonably close approach. They were completely engrossed in their hunting
forays for the rodents that were scurrying all over the place, which we were later informed
GSNE . fA01Qa DNJI aa wangered dnimaliNRAs@aturabsatthg, there a
are probably only a couple of hundred left in the Bale Mountains. Other mammals on the

plateau were Giant Mole Rat and two Klipspringers.







We had lunch back at Dinslhodge then a better look at the African Wood Owl with
Mountain Nyala and Warthogs in attendance. An afternoon birding session around the
lodge was productive with Dusky Turtle Doves,

Brown Woodland Warbler, Whitbacked Black Tit (endemic), Abyssintatbirds
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Mountain Nyala.



With that it was back for a second night at the Wabe Shebelle Hotel.

Day 7 Before departure there wasrhe to catch up with &€innamon Bracken Warbler in
the hotel grounds that | missed yesterdayhen, on the Goba outskirts, both Thiuked
Raven and Somali Crow (endemics) feeding on a roadside carcase.



Today we were heading to Lake Awassa but, as always, with plerdgadide stops. The

first of these was for a delightful flock of about 20 displaying-&#lred Widowbirds then
further down the Gessya Valley we paused at a couple of owl-staise Here the local
children are encouraged to preserve the owls as asseber than chucking stones at

them. Firstly a scramble down a rocky cliff path found us face to face with Abyssinian Owil
then just a little further on a superb Cape Eagle Owl was glaring back at us.



At lower elevations we passed RedNB I 8§ SR 2 KSI GSI N&A =
and the distinctive highland race of African Stonechat.

FSo



Our next stop was to Wondo Genet for lunch. It is no longer possible to easily walk to the
forested areas and succession of locals were carrying bundles of firewood down the track
as we walked uphill. New birds here included Tambourine Dove;loiéed WWooddove,
Greenbacked Honeyguide, Little Rock Thrush, Blackw@iags, a couple of Whitevinged

Cliff Chatgendemic), Longrested Eagle, and, best of all, an Abyssinian Ground Thrush
skulking in typicaZootherafashion.




One more surprise lay in wait as we passed the recently split Abyssinian Black Wheatear
(endemic) on the way to our hotel.

On arrival athe United African Hotel on the shores of Lake Awassa there was just time for
an evening stroll to the lakeside and later, during a power cut, alggitting session, which
produced 2 European Scefavls.




Day 8.The weather was again hot and sunrsyvee picked up where we left off with an
extended prebreakfast walk around the hotel gardens then along the shores of Lake
Awassa. The lake provided many opportunities to photograph more common birds
although the Black Crake, African Reed Warbler andakfiPygmy Goose were a bit

special.
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headed Coucal, Nubian Woodpecker and a superb pair of displaying-ldvowted Robin
chats.



It was here that we found our onlW/hite-rumped Babblers (a near endemic with a range
just extending into Sudan). Whilst in the hotel grounds we found Spotted Creeper, Red
throated Wryneck and 3 Doubleothed Barbets (count the teeth!) as we were watched
over by a Mantled Guereza.




After a late breakfast we transferred to another point on the shoreline of Lake Awassa
which was notable for the sheer numbers and variety of birds present but soon we were
heading north with the now customary stops along the way. Firstly a dead horse attracted
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