SURF SCOTER AT AUDENSHAW RESERVOIRS 20™ JUNE 2025

Early morning on 20" June, | dropped my wife Sonia off at Stockport Station,
for her to catch the train into work in Manchester. Waiting at the traffic lights |
deliberated what to do. With a hot/sunny forecast, do | have an early morning
walk around my local patch, Audenshaw reservoirs, or do a few bits in the
garden before it gets too hot! The lights turned to green, and | plumped for
Audenshaw “the walk will do me good”.

Arriving on my patch on a hot sunny day in late June, my expectations weren’t
very high for anything unusual. Walking along the East bank of No.1 reservoir,
| stopped to scan the partially drained reservoir. The long staying Little Egret
was still strutting its stuff in the shallow water, and | was pleased that the brood
of Lapwing chicks were still intact.

| reached the SE corner of No.1 resv, overlooking No.2 resv, and noticed a flock
of Tufted Ducks close to the East bank of No.2 reservoir. Scanning through
them, looking for a rarer Aythya, | picked up a drake Scoter ‘back on’ asleep.
The bird appeared to show a pale area on the nape. Surf Scoter came to mind,
but | dismissed this as too fanciful, assuming that the pale patch must be a trick
of the light, or perhaps some dislodged feathering on a default Common Scoter.
| continued along the East side of No.2 Resv closer to the flock. | could see
now that the pale patch, was actually white feathering. The bird suddenly took
its head out, | reacted with a sharp intake of breath, and a verbal expletive. This
really was a drake Surf Scoter!

The bird displayed a very distinctive large triangular head shape, ending in a
colourful bill. The bill was bright white towards the base, surrounding a
prominent black ‘spot’, and bright orange (which could appear pinkish
dependant on light) on the top towards the tip. The white iris was also very
noticeable.

I quickly took photos, using both my camera and my phone (2 devices in case
one malfunctioned), then made a few phone calls and sent a text out. | settled
down to enjoy my find, whilst | awaited the arrival of other birders. The situation
seemed surreal. Here | was watching a drake Surf Scoter, no more than 30 yards
in front of me, on my local patch, in land-locked Manchester. Not totally off my
radar, I'd previously seen the inland drake Surf Scoters at Mere Sands Wood in
Lancashire, and on Lake Vyrnwy in the distant past, but still a very unlikely
addition to the Audenshaw list.

| started to ponder about the bird’s plumage, brownish edges to the feathering
on the upperparts was quite noticeable. There was no white on the forecrown,



together with the reduced white nape patch, indicating a 15t summer bird. A 1st
summer drake Surf Scoter, | saw more distantly off Broadsands in Devon in late
April this year, looked similar to the Audenshaw bird, but with a more prominent
white nape patch. The questions popped into my head: What would a moulting
adult look like? and when do Surf Scoters moult? | didn’t have much idea on
either of those questions, so | emailed some of my photos from my phone to a
handful of people, and received an immediate response from lan McKerchar,
who aged the bird as a 15t summer (2CY), based on the dark tip to the bill.

The first three patch regulars duly arrived, looking a little anxious, hot and out
of breath, followed by the classic “and breathe” moment, and “Cheshire Cat”
grins as they viewed the bird.

At one point, the Tufted Duck flock dispersed. Thankfully, the Surf Scoter didn’t
go with them, but it did seem to be more wary and remain more distant for the
remainder of the day.

My wife Sonia, managed to secure an early finish from work in the afternoon,
so | picked her up, and returned to Audenshaw, for her to see the bird. | was
also pleased that the Surf Scoter remained on No.2 resv until dusk, enabling
birders who were stuck in work, the opportunity to see the bird.
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