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The Final Countdown

We are almost there, just one more breeding season
to go! It's an exciting prospect, that thanks to your
efforts over the past three years, we are close to being
able to produce a new Atlas of Breeding Birds in
Greater Manchester.

We made excellent progress in 2010 (see the 10km
square summary table below) and the total of unique
(species/tetrad) breeding records submitted to the
BTO (2008-10) for both the national and GM Atlases
now exceeds the number collected for the Breeding
Birds of Greater Manchester (BBGM) during the
period 1979-83.

An average of 54 breeding species per tetrad (possible,
probable or confirmed) has been recorded during
2008-10, compared to an average of 39 species in
BBGM. However, we can'’t afford to rest on our laurels
just yet, as so far we have only achieved an average
of 15 confirmed breeding species per tetrad,
compared to an average of 23 species during the
BBGM fieldwork.

So, our priority for the 2011 breeding season is to
convert a significant number of the possible and
probable breeding records to confirmed status and
to do this in the tetrads where these species have not
been confirmed as yet.

With the skills you have developed over a lifetime of
birdwatching (or for the less experienced, in the past
three years of atlasing) it should be possible for us to
make up the deficit of confirmed records during the
final breeding season. To ensure success, the
emphasis needs to be on collecting confirmed Roving
Records, by revisiting tetrads where you recorded
possible or probable breeding. Timing is of key
importance, as for many species there is a narrow
window of just a few weeks in which to confirm
breeding. Repeat visits, on a weekly basis if you have
the time, especially during June and July when adults
will either be visiting nest sites with food (FF) or
accompanying and feeding recently fledged juveniles
(FL) will give the best chance of success.

10km Square Species no. Unique Confirmed Records (species/tetrad) | Tetradsin | Average Confirmed Species
(Confirmed Breeder) 2008-10 in 10km Square 10km square | per Tetrad in 10km square

SD80 66 571 25 23
5179 84 499 25 20
5D91 76 460 22 21
SJ99 71 421 25 17
5D90 61 398 25 16
SD50 76 356 20 18
5J89 55 349 25 14
SD60 73 295 25 12
SD70 65 273 25 11
SD81 62 262 20 13
5198 55 197 10 20
5J69 70 194 10 19
SD71 61 193 17 11
SJ78 60 193 10 19
5)88 52 130 14 9
SEOO 45 87 12 7
SD61 a5 81 10 8

Totals 4959 320 15




Priority Tetrads for Roving Records

We have drawn up a list of priority tetrads (enclosed)
in which 10 species or less have been confirmed as
breeding. It is important that we achieve the best
possible coverage of these and avoid duplication of
effort. So we would kindly request that you identify
2 or 3 tetrads that you would be willing to cover for
Roving Records and email either Steve Atkins
(Bolton, Bury, Oldham & Rochdale tetrads) or Steve
Suttill (all other districts) with your preferences and
the number of tetrads you would like to take on. If
your first choice has already been allocated, we will
advise you and hopefully be able to offer your 2™ or
3 preferences. Many of us like to cover our local
patch but, if this has already achieved 25+ confirmed
breeding species, the law of diminishing returns
means that a great deal of effort can be put in with
just a few more confirmed species added.

As well as covering the priority tetrads, if you see
any evidence of confirmed breeding in other tetrads
then please submit the record, no matter how
common the species, unless you know for certain that
a particular species has already been confirmed in
that tetrad. This can be checked on the BTO website
via My Square or Any Square Summary on your
Data Home page or from the 10km square
summaries, paper copies of which are available from
Steve Atkins. As an example, in SD70 there are 10
tetrads with confirmed breeding for Blackbird and
12 with possible / probable records, compared to 22
confirmed and 2 probable tetrads in BBGM.

Priority Species

During the final breeding season it is important that
we also focus on those species which show the biggest
deficit in confirmed tetrads compared to BBGM. In
many instances this does not reflect a lack of coverage
but rather the difficulties that many of us (including
the Atlas organisers!) have encountered in confirming
breeding of certain species. The table below shows
the ten species where the gap is the greatest between
our own results (2008-10) and those from BBGM.
With one exception, Magpie, all of these species are
on either the red or amber list of Species of
Conservation Concern. Consequently, it is to be
expected that some decline in the number of
confirmed tetrads will have taken place in the
intervening thirty years. However, all these species
are still relatively widespread and a concerted effort
during 2011 will hopefully pay dividends, especially
given that these species account for nearly 50% of
the deficit in confirmed records.

A number of other species also merit close attention,
as these show a significant drop in both the number
and percentage of confirmed tetrads compared to
BBGM: Willow Warbler (-89 tetrads, 43% of BBGM),
Meadow Pipit (-84, 38%), Reed Bunting (-80, 38%),
Tree Sparrow (-73, 13%), Kestrel (-72, 40%),
Swift (-67, 30%), Grey Partridge (-61, 9%),
Tawny Owl (-55, 38%), Lesser Redpoll (-44, 8%),
Yellowhammer (-33, 28%), Little Owl (-30, 39%)
and Little Grebe (-24, 38%).

Priority Species 2011 Breeding Season

. ) Species Totals
Species Spg;:l(:’isrgt:slgfei(:li: ’ BBGM 2008-10 v BEGM 2008-10
Confirmed Breeder | (no. of tetrads) | (% of BBGM)

(no. of Tetrads) (no. of Tetrads)
Song Thrush 77 212 -135 36%
Lapwing 87 207 -120 42%
Magpie 165 278 -113 59%
Dunnock 104 214 -110 49%
House Martin 84 193 -109 44%
House Sparrow 184 292 -108 63%
Starling 191 297 -106 64%
Skylark 32 137 -105 23%
Linnet 39 143 -104 27%
Mistle Thrush 113 210 -97 54%

Species increasing

At the end of the 2009 breeding season 15 species
had been confirmed as breeding in more tetrads than
at the time of BBGM. After three years of recording
for the new GM Atlas this figure has risen to 26
species, including Gadwall, Great Crested Grebe,
Sparrowhawk , Little Ringed Plover, Ringed Plover,
Stock Dove, Barn Owl, Green Woodpecker,
Goldcrest and Great Spotted Woodpecker.

Missing Species

In 2010 we added the first confirmed breeding
during the new GM Atlas of Red-legged Partridge,
Water Rail, Cuckoo and Garden Warbler. Species
which we still have to confirm are Teal, Merlin,
Woodcock, Short-eared Owl, Lesser Spotted
Woodpecker and Ring Ouzel. If you find any of these
breeding in 2011 it really will be a red letter day!



Long distance migrants

In last spring’s newsletter we made an appeal for
records of spring migrants which had been under-
recorded in GM during the first two years of the Atlas.
It is pleasing to announce that the majority of the
species featured saw a significant increase in the
number of confirmed tetrads during 2010: Swallow
(+ 42 tetrads), Whitethroat (+32), House Martin (+30),
Willow Warbler (+25), Chiffchaff (+23), Blackcap
(+21), Swift (+12) and Sand Martin (+11). We do still
need more records for these species in 2011 to map
the true extent of their current distributions.

Willow Warbler has been shifting north and
westwards across the UK, probably in response to
climate change and showing a preference for wetter
areas. It’s interesting to note that, even in GM, its
distribution seems to be following the same pattern,
with significant increases in the north of the county
(SD91 from 5 to 13 confirmed tetrads) contrasting
with reductions in the south (S]79 from 8 to 5
confirmed tetrads). These 10km squares have
received similar levels of coverage so these figures
are almost certainly a true reflection of changes in
distribution. By contrast, Whitethroat is not only
extending its range north and east across GM
(increasing from 1 to 10 confirmed tetrads in SD80)
but the number of confirmed tetrads in its BBGM
strongholds in the south and west has also increased
significantly, (from 4 to 10 tetrads in SD60 and from
8 to 12 in §J79), suggesting an increase in population
density.

-

Contacts

The New Greater Manchester Breeding Bird
Atlas is being co-ordinated by a small working
group. Should you have any queries please
contact one of the following;:

Steve Atkins,

Assistant County Recorder (Database) &
Assistant BTO Regional Representative.
Tel: 01706 645097

Email: steveatkins@tiscali.co.uk

Steve Suttill,

BTO Regional Representative &
Atlas Organiser (Manchester).

Tel: 01457 836360

Email: suttill.parkinson@virgin.net

N

Further information can also be found at

www.manchesterbirding.com

(many thanks to Ian McKerchar)

and at www.birdatlas.net

or via the main BTO website:
\www.bto.org

BTO Website and Manchester Birding

The recently re-launched BTO website is the most
up to date source of information on which species
still require confirming in which tetrads.

My Square Summaries and Any Square
Summaries can be accessed via your Bird Atlas Data
Home page. You need to log in or register first
http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/birdatlas

There are also a number of useful tools designed to
make Atlas recording simple.

T To check the tetrad location use the Google map
on the Roving Records Submission page. The easiest
way to zoom in is by positioning the hand over
Manchester and rotating the scroll wheel on your
mouse.

T The Atlas Tools page
http://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/birdatlas/taking-part/atlas-tools

contains a Tetrad Calculator (just type in a grid ref
and it tells you which tetrad the bird was in) and also
allows you to print off a map of a tetrad.

There is now a section on the Manchester Birding
forum devoted to the GM Breeding Atlas

http://www.activeboard.com/forum.spark?aBID=96752&subForumID=506474&p=2

If you have not already done so we would strongly
recommend that you visit this as, from the beginning
of March onwards, it will be updated every week with
information and tips on how to confirm breeding of
individual species and the best time to do so. If you
become a forum member you can also post questions
on the Questions & Answers thread and one of the
Atlas team will reply. In addition there is a GM Atlas
section on the main website

http://www.manchesterbirding.com/atlaspage.htm
where you can download copies of the 10km
summaries and view provisional distribution maps
showing the results from the first 3 breeding seasons.

Please remember to include a breeding code
with every record submitted during the
breeding season; otherwise the record can not
be used to produce the distribution maps.

With your continuing support in this crucial final
breeding season we will be able to produce a new
high quality GM Breeding Atlas which will not only
leave a lasting legacy for tomorrow’s GM birders but
also provide a tool to ensure the future conservation
of the species we care about.

We wish you all a successful and above all enjoyable
final breeding season.

Steve Atkins, Bill Myerscough,
Judith Smith & Steve Suttill
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