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Progress Report - Spring 2010
It is hard to believe that we are already at the half-
way stage of both the national and Greater
Manchester atlases. The last two years seem to have
flown by . Thanks to the sterling efforts of many GM
birdwatchers we made significant progress in 2009
towards our aim of publishing a much-needed update
to the Breeding Birds of Greater Manchester (BBGM).
All comments in this newsletter relate to records from
the 2008 and 2009 breeding seasons submitted
directly to the BTO (Bird Atlas & BirdT rack).

We now have confirmed breeding records for 111
species compared to 113 species at the time of BBGM.
The provisional maps already show significant
changes in distribution for many species (of which
more later). What is really pleasing is the huge
amount of effort that people have put into the atlas
over the past two years. BBGM used a total of nearly
13,000 records to map the distributions of GM’s
birds, just over 7400 of which were confirmed
breeding records. We are tantalisingly close to the 50%
mark with 3335 unique (species/tetrad) confirmed
records received. For 38 species we have matched or
exceeded 50% of BBGM.

The table (below) shows the number of species
confirmed as breeding in each 10km square and even
more importantly the total number of unique
(species/tetrad) records received. The squares in black
are in the BTO Manchester region, not all of which is
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10km Species no. Total Unique
Square (Confirmed Breeders) Records (species/tetrad) Area covered by 10km square

2008-09 Confirmed Breeders

SD91 71 335 Rochdale (East) & Littleborough
SJ79 70 366 Astley, Chat & Irlam Mosses
SD50 69 241 Billinge, Haigh, Wigan Flashes
SJ99 64 333 Ashton, Audenshaw, Etherow C.P. & Hyde
SD70 60 201 Bolton, Elton Resr, Moses Gate CP & Ringley
SD60 59 177 Abram Flashes, Hindley, Lostock & Rumworth
SD90 57 325 Oldham, Daisy Nook, Mossley & Shaw
SD80 56 298 Birch, Failsworth, Heaton Park & Pilsworth
SJ98 53 181 Bramhall Moor, Hazel Grove, Marple & Mellor
SJ89 49 279 M/cr City Centre, Mersey Valley (East), Salford & Stockport
SD61 49 104 Blackrod, Doffcocker, Horwich & Walker Fold
SJ69 48 101 Astley, Bedford & Little Woolden Moss, Pennington Flash
SD71 47 84 Bradshaw, Egerton, Ramsbottom & Tottington
SE00 35 52 Diggle & Saddleworth Moor, Chew & Dovestone Resrs
SD81 34 62 Bury (East), Heywood, & Rochdale (West)
SJ88 32 58 Bramhall, Cheadle, Gatley and Wythenshawe
SJ78 24 36 Bowdon, Broadheath, Hale, Hale Barns, and Timperley

within GM. How ever, only data from tetrads mapped
in BBGM have been used in the analysis, to permit a
direct comparison. Comparing this table with the
results from 2008 (published in the spring 2009
newsletter) the number of 10km squares now
reporting confirmed breeding for 50 or more species
has increased from five to nine, with four other
squares coming very close to this figure. How ever, it
does show that in certain areas of GM the recording
effort is still much lower than it should be, if we are
to produce comprehensive distribution maps. This
can be seen clearly by comparing SD71 and SJ89 -
both have recorded a similar number of confirmed
breeding species, 47 and 49 respectively, but SJ89 has
more than three times the number of unique records,
which means the individual species maps are
currently far more comprehensive in this square.



Long distance migrantsLong distance migrantsLong distance migrantsLong distance migrantsLong distance migrants
The BTO’s Out of Africa appeal http://www .bto.org/
appeals/out_of_africa_appeal.htm has highlighted
the current concerns regarding the major declines of
some of our once widespread summer visitors.
Nonetheless, it is pleasing to be able to report some
good news. Compared to BBGM, one of the most
striking changes shown by the provisional
distribution maps, is the increase in the distributions
of the majority of warbler species, extending their
ranges north and east across the county to the upland
areas of Oldham and Rochdale. Sedge Warbler and
Whitethroat are now breeding close to the moorland
edge at 250 metres above sea-level, with Garden
Warbler and Grasshopper Warbler holding territories
in the same areas. Chiffchaff, which didn’t feature in
the top ten, has increased from 7 tetrads with
confirmed breeding to 19, and will undoubtedly be
breeding in many more, where so far it has only been
recorded as a possible or probable breeder. How ever,
the table (right) shows that with the exception of
Whitethroat and Blackcap, we are struggling to
confirm breeding of the more common migrant
species and need to focus on these during 2010. We
know that there was a big drop in the numbers of
House Martins returning to breed in 2009, and this
can be seen when comparing the results with those
of Swallow , still our most widespread summer
migrant.

Wh y are we counting all these bir ds?
The BTO has agreed to make the data gathered from the national
Bird Atlas fieldw ork available to county groups who wish to produce
their own local atlas. Greater Manchester Bird Recording Group has
taken up this offer with the intention of providing an update to Breeding
Birds in Greater Manchester (BBGM) which was published by the
Manchester Ornithological Society in 1984.
Thanks to your efforts we are almost halfway to achieving our target.

Species increasingSpecies increasingSpecies increasingSpecies increasingSpecies increasing
It is not surprising to see that Canada Goose, once
again, shows the biggest nett increase, confirmed as
breeding in 109 tetrads compared to just 18 in BBGM.
After just tw o years of Atlas recording, the following
species have already been confirmed as breeding in
more tetrads than at the time of BBGM (no. of
tetrads): Long-tailed Tit in 101 (54) - possibly linked
to improvements in air quality and the resulting
increase in Lichen distribution; Grey W agtail in 62
(46) almost matching Pied Wagtail (68 in 2008-09)
and Dipper 25 (17) - due undoubtedly to
improvements in the water quality of our brooks and
rivers; Mute Swan 32 (21); Nuthatch 29 (22);
Stonechat in 15 (1) - ironically probably as a result of
climate change, although it is doubtful this will still
be the case after two successive harsh winters; Grey
Heron 13 (1); Peregrine 9 (0); Buzzard 7 (0) and
Oystercatcher 7 (0).

The priorities for 2010The priorities for 2010The priorities for 2010The priorities for 2010The priorities for 2010
S  Raise the number of confirmed breeding species
in all 10km squares to match the 70+ achieved in
SD91 and SJ79.

S  Increase the numbers of confirmed breeding
species in as many tetrads as possible, especially in
those 10km squares where the results are poorest.
We need to focus in particular on the summer
migrants and the following species (no. of confirmed
tetrads so far): Grey Partridge (2), Lesser Redpoll (2),
Tree Sparrow (7), Little Owl (8), Little Grebe (9),
Yellowhammer (9), Skylark (15), Linnet (22), Tawny
Owl (25), Kestrel (30), Reed Bunting (32) and Song
Thrush (49).

To avoid duplication of effort it is a good idea to revisit
the tetrads you have already covered for TTVs and
submit Roving Records which will raise the breeding
status from possible to probable or probable to
confirmed. Using the 10km summaries is the best
way to draw up a target list. Copies of these are
available from Steve Atkins and can also be
downloaded from:
http://www .manchesterbirding.com/atlaspage.htm

Timing is probably the key to success, revisiting
tetrads where you recorded probable breeding, at
about the same time of year as you saw confirmed
breeding in nearby tetrads.

Species decreasingSpecies decreasingSpecies decreasingSpecies decreasingSpecies decreasing
The following appear to be experiencing the biggest
contraction in range. The drop in the number of
confirmed breeding tetrads is shown, and the
2008-09 results calculated as a percentage of BBGM.
Skylark (-122, 11%), Tree Sparrow (-77, 8%), Yellow
Wagtail (-77, 4%) Grey Partridge (-65, 3%), Spotted
Flycatcher (-53, 4%), Lesser Redpoll (-46, 4%), Snipe
(-26, 4%), Wood Warbler (-13, 7%), Tree Pipit
(-9, 10%), Whinchat (-9, 10%). At this stage of the
new atlas these figures need to be treated with caution,
as for some species they may reflect lack of coverage
or difficulty in confirming breeding.

Species for which no confirmed breeding records
have been submitted to the Atlas so far (BBGM no. of
tetrads) include Garden Warbler (8) probably due
more to its elusive nature, as its range has almost
certainly increased, Cuckoo (7), Ring Ouzel (6), Teal
(5), Short-eared Owl (2), Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
(2), Merlin (1) and Woodcock (1).

Contacts
The New Greater Manchester Breeding Bird
Atlas is being co-ordinated by a small working
group. Should you have any queries please
contact one of the following:

Steve Suttill,
BTO Regional Representative &
Atlas Organiser (Manchester).
Tel: 01457 836360 
Email:  suttill.parkinson@virgin.net

Judith Smith,
County  Bird Recorder (Greater Manchester).
Tel: 01942 712615
Email:  judith@gmbirds.freeserve.co.uk

Steve Atkins,
Assistant County Recorder (Database) &
Assistant BTO Regional Representative.
Tel: 01706 645097
Email:  steveatkins@tiscali.co.uk

Further information can also be found at

www .manchesterbir ding.com
(many thanks to Ian McKerchar)

and at

www .bir datlas.net
or

www .bto .org

Please remember to include a
breeding code with every record

submitted during the breeding season,
otherwise the record can not be used to

produce the distribution maps.

We wish you all an enjoyable and successful 2010
atlasing season.

Steve Atkins, Judith Smith & Steve Suttill

Breeding Whitethroats 1979-1983 Breeding Whitethroats 2008-2009

Swallow 199 73 37%

House Martin 193 54 28%

Willow Warbler 157 43 27%

Swift 96 17 18%

Yellow Wagtail 80 3 4%

Spotted Flycatcher 55 2 4%

Whitethroat 47 35 75%

Blackcap 45 21 47%

Sand Martin 36 14 39%

Wheatear 29 9 31%
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Whitethroat by C.A.Derbyshire from BBGM


