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PETER HILL

By David Winnard

On the 16th January 2007 Peter Hill died. Peter was the wildlife recorder for Rochdale for 30 years and in that time produced all of the 30 annual bird reports. He really began the work of recording and monitoring the birds that inhabit the Rochdale area and during his lifetime saw many changes – seeing the first pair of Canada Goose to breed locally, the first pair of Chiffchaff to breed, the increase in numbers of Kingfisher and Dipper on the R. Roch as over the years it became cleaner. He also saw the loss of species which at the time were common in the area, Corn Bunting, Yellowhammer and Tree Sparrow. He had a wealth of knowledge about local wildlife and was incredibly passionate about it. His passion was contagious and it is thanks to him that my obsession with wildlife has come about. His knowledge of birds was superb. He would be able to identify a bird from a short snippet of its song as well as be able to find the nests of many birds. 

The work he did as recorder for the Rochdale Field Naturalists Society was incredibly valuable. He created an annual report that recorded all the scarce and rare birds that were seen each year as well as monitoring the status of commoner ones. Now all the bird records are placed onto recording software called Map Mate. This software enables the user to pull up all the records for a particular species at a certain site, certain year, certain day or to pull up all the records from a certain site, certain recorder etc. When Peter was doing the recording it was much more difficult. He was using the card index system. He made cards for each species and then placed each of the year’s records onto them and kept them all in order. These records are with me now and it is remarkable to see how methodical and thorough he was in keeping records. 

Although Peter will be mainly remembered for the 30 annual bird reports, the 2 bird books on the status of birds in Rochdale and his wealth of knowledge about them he was also interested in all aspects of wildlife – flowers, fungi, dragonflies, butterflies and much more. 

I am infinitely grateful to Peter for encouraging my interest in wildlife and for the many hours we shared in the field together. I will miss you – I hope you’re proud of this bird report. 

REVIEW OF THE YEAR 2006

Figures released by The Met. Office in conjunction with the University of East Anglia revealed that for the United Kingdom as a whole 2006 was the warmest year on record.  A mean temperature of 9.7( C was recorded this year, this being 1.1( C above the 1971-2000 long-term average.  Nationally it was considered to be a remarkable year, with a succession of temperature records achieved.  Not only did individual months set new records, with both July and September being noted as the warmest ever but more significantly extended periods also achieved new highs, with both the warmest ever April to October and the warmest ever autumn periods being recorded.  With early forecasts predicting that 2007 will be the warmest year on record globally, it would seem to confirm the worst fears of climatologists, environmentalists and wildlife lovers of the direct link between human activity and the trend for global warming.  Both nationally and locally, sunshine and rainfall totals were also noted as being above average, although neither of these particular totals “troubled” the record books!  

STATISTICS

2006 was the best year on records for numbers of species present in the area, with 164 species being seen. Knot, Ruff, Sanderling, Whimbrel, Black-tailed Godwit, Turnstone and Grey Plover were all seen during the year and emphasized that these species probably pass through each year but may go unnoticed. Yellow-legged Gull was a new species to the Rochdale total and a Siberian Chiffchaff was also seen and this race was also added to the list. 

There were two notable absentees from the year list; the first was Scaup – with the amount of people covering most of the reservoirs this year it is surprising that one was not seen. The other is Wood Warbler – this will be the first Rochdale Bird Report where there were no sightings of this species locally – this species continues to decline nationally.

JANUARY








 Year Total: 82 (72)
Temperatures were slightly above average and it was a noticeably dry month with approximately 50% of the expected rainfall total recorded.  From 1st to 8th it was generally settled, dry but also rather cloudy.  From 9th to 19th a series of Atlantic depressions produced most of this month’s rainfall total and also accounted for some of the warmest temperatures of the month.  Cooler, dryer weather returned as high pressure dominated for the remainder of the month. Overall it was a rather quiet month, 4 Crossbill were on Rochdale Golf Course, a Peregrine was seen hunting in the town centre and the only Snow Buntings of the year were seen.

FEBRUARY








 Year Total: 90 (77)
The high pressure from late January continued to bring cool and dry conditions through until 10th before a spell of more unsettled weather between 11th and 17th produced showers or longer spells of rain as frontal systems swept in.  The remainder of the month saw colder weather return, with a smattering of wintry showers. A Hawfinch was seen on a number of occasions in a garden off the Roch Valley which is only the 3rd local record. There was a report of a Lapland Bunting at Warland Res and is only the 3rd local record and the first since 1976. Apart from these sightings February was a very quiet month.

MARCH







            Year Total: 113 (96)
It was a cold and wet March with mean temperatures approximately 1.5( C below average and with almost twice the average monthly rainfall total received.  The 1st to 6th was cold but generally dry, before milder air between 7th and 9th brought belts of heavy, frequent showers across the region.  High pressure and an east to north-easterly airflow followed bringing more settled conditions before a transition to much milder but wet and windy conditions commenced on 23rd and continued through until the end of the month. March was a productive month with many scarce birds like Red Kite, Iceland Gull, Kittiwake, Shoveler and Pintail all being seen. The windy conditions towards the end of the month seemed to halt the movement of the spring arrivals with numbers of Wheatear, Sand Martin and Swallow being much lower than usual. 2 Short-eared Owl stayed at Ashworth Moor Res for the latter part of the month and it was nice for many local birdwatchers to be able to catch up with this species. Record numbers of both Cormorant and Great Crested Grebe were also seen at Hollingworth Lake.
APRIL







          Year Total: 128 (115)
April was typically changeable, when Atlantic depressions brought lengthy spells of unsettled weather which were interspersed with rather transient periods of high pressure, when more benign conditions prevailed.  Locally mean temperatures were 0.4( C above average but the rainfall total was well above the norm, with 165% of average recorded.  Some of the showers in the first third of the month turned wintry and resulted in some snowfalls.  April was another productive month with Red-breasted Merganser, Dotterel, Sanderling, Kittiwake, Waxwing and Black Redstart all being seen. Perhaps the most notable sighting was of a Yellowhammer at Ashworth Moor Res, this species has declined dramatically over the years and to see one in Rochdale nowadays is a very rare sight indeed. There was a long staying Tree Pipit at Watergrove and other more uncommon summer visitors such as Yellow Wagtail, Sedge Warbler and Ring Ouzel were all seen.
MAY







         Year Total: 136 (123)
The national weather picture was one of a very wet May and this was also true locally, with the Rochdale rainfall total noted as 230% of average.  Although mean monthly temperatures were above average, it was a month of two halves, with a notably warm first half and a much cooler second half of the month.  A succession of Atlantic low-pressure systems between 17th and 25th accounted for much of this month’s rainfall total, when strong winds accompanied by thunder were also experienced. May saw good passage of Arctic Tern, Ringed Plover and Dunlin, a pair of Gadwall was on Hollingworth Lake and the Garden Warblers returned to Lane Bottom Cemetery at Piethorne.
JUNE







          Year Total: 140 (125)
It was a very warm, dry and sunny June.  Locally mean temperatures were 2.5( C above average, whilst the rainfall total was only 45% of average.  During the first 10 days it was very hot, sunny and dry whilst high pressure was in “control”.  Between 11th and 15th a cold front brought more unsettled conditions, before high pressure built again between 16th and 18th to mark a return to more stable but this time cloudier weather.  A deep Atlantic depression between 19th and 22nd brought some light rainfall as well as some unusually strong winds for June.  The 23rd to 27th saw cooler duller conditions, before high pressure returned between 28th and 30th and brought increased temperatures whilst remaining largely dull. There was a good movement of Common Scoter nationally which hit Rochdale with a total of 5 birds turning up. Lesser Whitethroat and Whimbrel were seen and the most interesting sighting was of a female Pied Flycatcher seen in suitable habitat but there were no subsequent sightings. A Quail and 2 Ruff were both species that have not been seen this millennium. There was an interesting sighting of a pair of Reed Warblers and Grasshopper Warblers were seen. Juvenile Redstarts made intriguing sighting and made July most memorable.
JULY







          Year Total: 150 (131)  

July was an exceptionally sunny and warm month – nationally the warmest ever recorded.   Locally, mean temperatures were over 4( C higher than average.  Rainfall was below expectations, being approximately 80% of average but with well over half of the monthly rainfall total recorded on 2nd when torrential, thundery downpours brought flash flooding to the valley’s watercourses.  The remainder of the month was generally hot, dry and sunny before a welcome respite in the last two days of the month, when cooler conditions finally prevailed. July was probably the most exciting month with many scarce species seen. July will be noted for its gulls, Little Gull, Mediterranean Gull and Yellow-legged Gull – a first for the area, were all seen. A Quail and 2 Ruff were both species that have not been seen this millennium. There was an interesting sighting of a pair of Reed Warbler and Grasshopper Warblers were seen. Juvenile Redstarts made intriguing sighting and made July most memorable.
AUGUST







          Year Total: 155 (141)
The oppressive heat of July gave way to a dull, wet August.  Although locally mean temperatures were only just fractionally below average, the sunshine total was only 54% of average and the rainfall total over 170% of average.  It was generally an unsettled month, with bands of showers or rain, occasionally thundery, regularly crossing the region, particularly so in the second half of the month. The Mediterranean Gull and Yellow-legged Gull put in brief appearances again at Ashworth Moor Res. A number of family groups of Shelduck passed through White Holme Res and Common Scoter and Pintail were also noted. The month was good for waders with Greenshank, Grey Plover, Sanderling, Turnstone, Green Sandpiper and Whimbrel also being seen. Other local scarce birds included Black Tern, Yellow Wagtail, Black Redstart and Crossbill. There was a good movement of Tree Pipit over the month.
SEPTEMBER







          Year Total: 159 (144)
September was exceptionally warm, with all district and regional climate areas of the United Kingdom having their warmest September since recording began in 1914.  Locally mean temperatures were in excess of 3( C above average, with both sunshine and rainfall totals also above the monthly averages.  Low-pressure weather systems dominated for the first week, bringing showers or rain before a short period of more settled high-pressure weather gave way to heavy showers and thunderstorms on 13th and 14th.  A quieter spell of weather between 15th and 20th preceded generally more unsettled weather for the last third of the month, when low-pressure systems returned.  There was an incredible passage of Wigeon on the 9th with a total of 50 birds present in the area on the day. Ruddy Duck and a male Garganey in eclipse put in appearances at Ashworth Moor Res as well as a flock of 21 Black-tailed Godwits flying through. Knot, Black Tern and Short-eared Owl rounded off a good month for passing birds.
OCTOBER







          Year Total: 160 (147)
Across the United Kingdom mean temperatures in October were exceptionally above average, whilst rainfall totals were either above average or well above average and sunshine totals close to or just below average.  These statistics were matched locally, with the mean monthly temperature approximately 2.4( C above average and the rainfall total 129% of average.  A succession of low-pressure weather systems crossed the region this month, with just brief respites of drier, more settled conditions between 7th to 9th and from 13th to 16th, when high pressure dominated.  There was a very confiding Shag at Hollingworth which stayed until November, 8 Whooper Swans spent a day at Ashworth Moor Res and allowed many local birdwatchers to catch up with them. A Pochard at Clegg Hall Fisheries was from France, a Hen Harrier was at Watergrove and there was good passage of Ring Ouzel in the Naden Valley, Spring Mill Res and at Watergrove. A Crossbill and 2 Short-eared Owl were also seen.
NOVEMBER







          Year Total: 163 (150)
Mean temperatures in November were also above average, completing a record-breaking autumn for warmth.  Even though it was an exceptionally sunny month, an above average rainfall total was also recorded.  High pressure in the first week of the month saw good levels of sunshine recorded but also contributed to the first frosts of the winter.  After this high-pressure weather system had slowly declined the remainder of the month became generally unsettled but also milder and cloudier as a series of weak weather systems passed over the region. A Ring-necked Parakeet was in Rochdale Cemetery, more Whooper Swans turned up at Ashworth Moor Res as did a female Shoveler. The White-fronted Goose (Greenland race) returned to the Hollingworth Lake after an early winter absence. 
DECEMBER







          Year Total: 164 (152)
Locally mean temperatures were approximately 1.6( C above average in December.  Similar temperature statistics were recorded across the United Kingdom as a whole this month, confirming that for many areas of the country 2006 was the warmest on record.  It was a wet month, with the local rainfall total noted as 169% of average.  For the majority of the month it was generally unsettled, mild, wet and also occasionally very windy.  This weather pattern was only broken up by a short spell of quieter weather between 8th and 9th and a longer spell of very quiet weather between 19th and 26th when a slow moving high-pressure weather system was centered over the British Isles.  

2006 was a landmark year with the communication between local birdwatchers much improved. The Wildlife of Rochdale website allowed information to be accessed by anyone with daily sightings showing exactly what was around at anytime. The website also gave a clear picture of movements of species and allowed people to check out other sites if certain birds were obviously passing through, such as the movement of Wigeon on the 9th September.

With a changeover in the recorder it is inevitable that records have been misplaced. Whilst it was known that I would be taking over from Peter Hill in September, no one had prepared for his sudden illness. Questions about certain species and certain records can not be answered so this bird report is not as well rounded as I would have liked it, but it should act as a good foundation to build on in the future.

Watergrove Review – by Steve Atkins

A total of 109 species was recorded in 2006, the same as in 2005. Six new species, for which we have no previous records at Watergrove were: a Red Kite which flew directly over the heads of 3 lucky observers in March; two summer plumage adult Little Gulls in July, which were watched for 10 minutes hawking over the water before departing high up to the south; a Sanderling in August, also a Treecreeper, Stock Dove and a Black-tailed Godwit in December. This brings the all time species total to 155. A Siberian (tristis) race Chiffchaff was seen in October.

Wader passage in spring was disappointing due to high water levels. The first pair of Curlew was back on the moors on 11th March and passage peaked with 9 on 17th. A single Oystercatcher arrived on 13th March, with two present the following day. The first pair of Little Ringed Plover did not return until 18th April, followed by a Common Sandpiper on 20th. Similarly duck passage was virtually non-existent, the highlight being 8 Goldeneye on 28th March. 

The long cold spring saw little in the way of warbler passage apart from Willow Warblers, with a record site count of 22 birds singing on 20th April. This was followed by a scorching June and July. 23 species were confirmed as breeding, including the first successful pair of Great Crested Grebe since 2001, which raised 1 juvenile. A brood of 5 recently hatched Tufted Duck was seen in August but none were thought to have survived. Canada Goose (2 broods), Mallard, Pheasant, Moorhen, Coot, Common Sandpiper, Swallow, Meadow Pipit, Pied Wagtail, Wheatear, Willow Warbler and Linnet also bred. However, the most surprising was a pair of Red-legged Partridge with a single chick, especially as this was the first time this species had been recorded since1998! Lapwing, Curlew and Snipe all probably bred, and for the first time a Woodcock was seen roding.

The highlights of the autumn were the exceptional passage of Wigeon in record numbers, with 33 on 9th September, 20 on the 10th and a further 19 on 28th November, and a male Hen Harrier which gave stunning views as it flew around the valley on 7th October. It was seen on 2 further occasions. Spotted Flycatcher, Ring Ouzel (2), 5 Shelduck and single Common Scoter and Pintail also passed through. Autumn wader passage was poor with only 1 Dunlin and 2 sightings of Ringed Plover. 2 Green Sandpiper were seen on 31st July with a single in August, when the only Whimbrel of the year flew through. 

The year ended with 35 Goosander on the reservoir on 28th December, the highest count since 1997.

Piethorne Valley Review – by W.R Myerscough

Records were received for 102 species at Piethorne in 2006 (104 in 2005, 90 in 2004 and 91 in 2003).  Two new species (Barnacle Goose and Grasshopper Warbler) were added to the valley’s “all-time” bird list, bringing the total number of species seen in the valley by the end of 2006 to 151. 

January’s highlights included a small flock of Lesser Redpolls on 20th and a party of Ravens passing overhead on 23rd.  Both Shoveler and Wigeon visited on 10th March, whilst a Barn Owl on 12th April was an exceptional record for Piethorne.  Reports were received on 30th of a Dotterel seen just outside the valley’s easternmost “boundary”.  With a better sense of direction and a little more consideration (!) could it not have landed half a mile or so further west and in doing so provided the valley with its first ever record of this species!  A passage of Wheatears took place on 2nd May, whilst singing warblers were much in evidence this month, with Blackcap and Whitethroat (5th), Garden Warbler (10th) and unusually a Lesser Whitethroat (19th).  

Breeding activity dominated the bird records for June with Curlew, Tawny Owl, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Dipper, Stonechat and Treecreeper all producing young.  Conversely, Tufted Duck, Great Crested Grebe and Oystercatcher all appeared to fail.  Sand Martins over Ogden Reservoir on 27th were not totally unexpected visitors at this time of the year but a female Siskin that died when it flew into a Spring Mill house window on 5th was an unseasonal record.  Whilst juvenile Goldcrests were seen on 7th July and Little Owl and Kestrel also produced young, the undoubted highlight of the month and probably of the summer was the sighting of 2 juvenile Redstarts on 24th.  They were seen again on several dates in the first week of August and a juvenile Black Redstart visited the valley on 4th.  Remarkably, both species of Redstart were seen in the valley on this date! Sightings of Tree Pipit (8th), Grasshopper Warbler (24th) and Whinchat (several dates) provided further highlights this month.  Species seen on passage in September included Yellow Wagtail (7th), Lesser Whitethroat (8th), Merlin (16th) and Chiffchaff (all month).  Exceptionally high flock counts for Stock Dove, Common Gull, Goldfinch and Twite were all logged this month.  

Autumn passage continued during October, with an “arrival” of Goldcrests recorded on 6th and Redwings passed over the valley in considerable numbers in the second half of the month.  A Barnacle Goose, seen once in the valley in late September, showed regularly between 12th and 20th and a Pochard visited in the second half of the month.  Early November saw some excellent flock counts of Teal, with a Little Grebe also present.  Ravens that had appeared in the valley in mid-October remained conspicuous throughout November, with Peregrine Falcon (1st), Brambling (14th) and Woodcock (22nd) also recorded.  Large numbers of Fieldfares arrived in the valley from mid-month onwards to feed on this summers excellent Hawthorn berry crop.  December was anything but quiet - with six new species reported and added to the Piethorne year list - Mute Swan, Pink-Footed Goose, Gadwall, Redshank, Herring Gull and Greater Black-Backed Gull. 

Hollingworth Lake Review – by Simon Hitchen

116 species were recorded in the Hollingworth Lake and Clegg Hall area during 2006. Whilst the area still has some value for passage birds, the large and increasing level of disturbance, especially from boats, means that migrant birds usually stop only briefly before moving on. Disturbance and the presence of Mink also severely limit the number and variety of breeding water birds. 

A Nuthatch was seen in April and appears to be the first record for the area. Other 2006 highlights included the third site records of both Iceland Gull and shag.

January & February were fairly quiet months, but ducks passage was prominent in spring with, Pintail, Gadwall, Shelduck, Shoveler and Red-breasted Merganser all being recorded. March also saw a record count of Cormorant and an Iceland Gull was present in the roost for one evening only. Other spring highlights included Sanderling, 2 records of Kittiwake, several Arctic Terns and a long staying Lesser Whitethroat.

Autumn passage was generally poor, with waders being particularly disappointing, especially considering the large amounts of mud present at this time. A Green Sandpiper in September was the only notable wader recorded, and 2006 is the first year I can remember when there were no records of Dunlin. However notable autumn records included Hobby, Buzzard, Tree Pipit, Yellow Wagtail, Spotted Flycatcher and most common warblers, as well as Whinchat and Redstart at Clegg Hall. A male Ring Ouzel was seen briefly at Akzo Pond in October and a confiding first-winter Shag appeared on the 31st October and remained for almost a week. A Raven in November was only the second record for the site. After a blank winter last year the Greenland White-fronted Goose again returned to the area on the 1st November and associated with the local Canada Geese until the middle of December.

On page 8 is a map of the Hollingworth Lake area by Simon Hitchen.
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SITE GUIDE – ASHWORTH MOOR RESERVOIR (AMR)

One of the benefits of the reservoir is that almost no matter where you stand you can see all of the reservoir and margins. There are two places to park; the first is on Edenfield Road, opposite Owd Betts pub, the second is down the east side of the Res, on Ashworth Road. I personally park at the latter, climb over the style and walk around the south side of the Res. You have to do your entire gull watching and bird watching exposed to the elements and at AMR it is always very windy and very cold and usually raining. 

GULLS

There are many strange goings on with gulls at AMR. There is a large gathering of gulls during the winter that roost, but at other times of the year there can be large numbers present at midday and leave well before dusk, or birds present in the morning and at no other time. During August large numbers of Lesser Black-backed Gull pass over as if on a constant conveyor belt, some roost, some just carry on flying over. No one has really studied the gulls at AMR in any great detail. From when I started covering the site intensely during 2006 I did however have Mediterranean Gull on 3 occasions, which had never been seen there before and Yellow-legged Gull on another (that was the first Rochdale record).

THE WINTER ROOST

From December to February large numbers of gulls gather at the reservoir with the peak of numbers being reached towards the end of January. Black-headed Gull numbers at this time can easily reach 2000 and it is by far the commonest gull at the site. Common Gull numbers are also strong here with 250-300 being seen here on an average night but over 400 were present on the 9th January 2007. In the last few years Great Black-backed Gulls have begun to roost at this site. Previously this bird was very scarce in the area and double figures flocks were almost unheard of. In fact a record of 49 at AMR in 1975 was by far the biggest flock recorded locally until 2001. Now 3-figure flocks at AMR are almost common in January, 230 were present in January 2006. Herring Gull is another large gull where large flocks were very scarce in previous years; again a flock of 100 or 200 is becoming more frequent at the site. Of course, the reason for the sudden increase in large numbers of gulls is Pilsworth Tip. About 75% of all the gulls that fly into AMR appear to come from this site, the other 25% fly in from Rochdale and Rossendale. The birds spend the day at Pilsworth Tip and then come to AMR to roost. Lesser Black-backed Gulls at his time of year are perhaps the most uncommon of the gulls to visit with only handfuls being seen and never regularly.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULLS

From July to September large numbers of Lesser Black-backed Gulls appear at the site. Birds again fly in from the Pilsworth Tip direction but others fly in from over Oldham and Rochdale. Most birds do come down onto the water but will only hang around for a short period before flying on, this can go on all day. The largest groups can reach 500-600 hundred at one time, but smaller flocks fly in and other flocks fly out which makes the true number of individual birds passing through well into the 1000’s, moving away from the res north-west towards Haslingden and beyond. 

GOOSANDER

The site is most famous for the numbers of Goosander that can be present. In 1997 a record 177 were present at one time. From August to early October numbers of birds increase to around 100 before dropping back down into the 50/60 area by the end of October. During this time of course they all appear to be females and juveniles as nearly all males head into Scandinavia to moult – males generally reappear at AMR around early November and hit there peak in January and February. The best time to see large numbers of Goosander here is around dusk, and by around 30minutes after it most have arrived to roost. They depart early in the morning and only a very small number hang around there all day. 

OTHER BIRDS TO SEE

Rare waders can crop up at anytime of the year, 2006 held an impressive 17 species of wader seen at AMR including Turnstone, Knot, Ruff, Greenshank and Green Sandpiper as well as an amazing site of 21 Black-tailed Godwits flying through. Pintail, Common Scoter, Wigeon, Whopper Swan and Garganey were also seen during 2006. Snipe, Grey Partridge and Stonechat occupy fields around the Res and Short-eared Owls and Grasshopper Warbler were other major highlights to the site for 2006.

It is a site where anything can turn up, but it is also a site where there can be absolutely nothing – not one bird! I have had some real treats at this site, but the amount of hours I have put in to it compared to the goodies I got out of it is not very fair! Ashworth Moor Res can offer you a pleasant hour or so birding and the hope and chance of seeing something a little unusual.

INTRODUCTION TO SYSTEMATIC LIST

It is worth noting how the systematic list works. Firstly it is no longer in order of Voous (Divers and Grebes first) but instead is now in the order of the BTO (Swans and Geese first). The overall status of the bird locally is given underneath the species name, the scientific name is given on the left hand side and

Common – occurs regularly, or widely distributed in suitable habitat.

Uncommon – occurs in small numbers.

Scarce – one or two records each year, or restricted to specific habitats.

Rare – occurs less than annually.

Very rare – less than ten records in the last twenty years

Vagrant – less than two records in the last twenty years.

(Cat.C) – Birds that have been introduced to the country and now breed in the wild. 

c50 – circa – about

50+ - more than 50

Res – Reservoir

Garden Bird Survey – taken place on 27th January – more details on page 53
December Wildfowl Count – taken place on 9th December – more details on page 54
Rarity Value – this is only used on rarer birds locally.

(0, 22, 22) – The first number in brackets relates to the number of individual from 1900-1976. The second number is the number of individuals from 1977-2005. The third number relates to the number of individuals seen in 2006. 

SYSTEMATIC LIST

MUTE SWAN





         

                                      Cygnus olor
Uncommon resident

Birds were seen in the usual places and in usual numbers. 6 were at Rhodes Lodges on the 8th October with numbers present there most of the year, including a bird that had a twisted lower mandible – a feature which a bird also showed on the canal at Stakehill on the 26th November. 6 was the highest count at Hollingworth Lake on the 23rd January with a few being seen there most of the year. Birds were present at Queens Park during the year with 3 being seen on most occasions from the 27th December onwards. A pair was at Clegg Hall Fisheries for most of the year with 3 present on the 24th September and 3rd October. Only two records from Watergrove and one from Piethorne; a single immature bird was present at Watergrove on the 1st and 22nd May and an immature bird was seen at Piethorne on the 20th December.
Breeding: a pair at Clegg Hall rose young. A pair bred at Boarshaw Res, where the female was rung JUL, who was later shot and put to sleep at Stapeley Grange, had 2 cygnets -  1 disappeared soon after hatching, 1 may have fledged.  JUL had previously bred at Trub sewage works in 2002 with an un-ringed mate. She bred at Boarshaw in 2003 with same mate and in 2005 raised 7 cygnets, 4 fledged. JUL was born Gorse Pit, Walkden 2000. 
December Wildfowl Count: 3 birds were seen at 2 sites, with 2 at Pilsworth Fisheries being the highest count.

Ringed Birds: a female at Queen’s Park from the 27th December onwards had a green ring CP23, was ringed on the 5th June 2006 at Shakerley Mere, Cheshire and was born in 2004. A bird seen at Hollingworth Lake on the 1st February and 17th March had a blue ring SBI, this female was ringed as a cygnet near Elton Reservoir, Bury, on the 7th August 2005.

WHOOPER SWAN



             
                                        
       Cygnus cygnus

Scarce visitor

15 were seen flying over Langfield Common towards Warland Reservoir and then onto Littleborough (not landing, too high) on the 22nd March. 8 (6 adult and 2 immature) were at Ashworth Moor Reservoir on the 29th October with another 7 (2 adult 5 immature) present at the same site from the 4th to the 5th November. A bird was seen flying over Watergrove on the 11th November.
PINK-FOOTED GOOSE



                                               Anser brachyrhynchus

Passage migrant, birds seen are moving between the Ribble Estuary and East Anglia and therefore almost always in flight

The largest flock ever recorded in the area was seen during the Winter Bird Race on the 22nd January when c2000, in a number of smaller skeins, flew over heading NW and were seen from many sites in the area, including the Naden Valley, Ashworth Moor Res and Watergrove. 3 birds at Ashworth Moor Reservoir were very unusual on the 28th December.

Figures in parenthesis relate to birds numbers last year
January – March


NW/W/N

2060 (245)


SE/E/S

0 (0)
September – December

NW/W/N

704 (146)


SE/E/S

730 (209)
	Date
	NW/W
	E/SE
	Time

	22-Jan
	c2000
	
	11:00

	29-Jan
	C30
	
	11:30

	03-Feb
	30
	
	?

	28-Sep
	5
	
	08:00

	03-Oct
	
	40
	15:00

	03-Oct
	
	65
	08:15

	09-Oct
	
	150
	08:40

	22-Oct
	
	80
	08:20

	22-Oct
	
	110
	08:30

	23-Oct
	
	140
	08:30

	24-Oct
	
	55
	10:20

	09-Nov
	520
	
	10:14

	08-Dec
	
	c90
	14:25

	09-Dec
	c90
	
	11:40

	21-Dec
	89
	
	09:40


Akzo Pool Birds: 2 were seen on the 7th January with 3 there on the 27th until early February. A single bird was seen amongst the Canada flock on several dates from the 16th November until the end of the year.

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE







      Anser ablifrons
Almost annual visitor to Hollingworth Lake, very rare away from there.

A bird returned to the Hollingworth Lake area on the 1st November. The markings on the belly would suggest that this bird was not the same as the bird that occurred over 2004/05. The bird was not seen after the 17th December.

December Wildfowl Count: this bird was recorded at Akzo Pool during the count.

GREYLAG GOOSE







                         Anser anser
Birds of feral origin occur

Single birds of presumed feral origin were seen throughout the year at Hollingworth Lake with the highest count being 3 on the 30th April. Elsewhere 1 was at Newbold on the 21st February, 1 at Queens Park on the 22nd April, 1 at White Holme Res on the 17th-19th May, 2 on 21st May and 1 on 10th September; and another single at Warland Res on the 14th September. A family party consisting of an adult with 2 juveniles was at Watergrove Res on 3rd June, these did not breed at Watergrove; singles were also seen here on 29th Sept, 3rd Oct and 5th Dec.
CANADA GOOSE








   Branta candensis
Common, increasing

Monthly maxima (Sites which recorded 50 or more in any month)

	Site
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	AMR
	10
	7
	4
	20
	10
	26
	37
	165
	300
	48
	46
	

	Akzo Pool
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	100
	207

	Chelburn Res
	
	
	8
	
	
	
	56
	50
	
	97
	
	

	Hollingworth Lake
	287
	210
	367
	
	
	
	160
	
	
	202
	152
	230

	Littleborough (Canal)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Piethorne Valley
	24
	27
	16
	8
	15
	35
	24
	55
	50
	39
	48
	64

	Pilsworth Fisheries
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	160
	
	170
	
	

	Rhodes Lodges
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	59

	Spring Mill Res
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stakehill (Canal)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	104
	

	Warland Res
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	107
	
	
	

	Watergrove
	6
	86
	44
	11
	21
	64
	67
	38
	146
	24
	11
	59


A Rochdale record of 367 birds was at Hollingworth Lake on the 4th March. At least 12 sites recorded 50 or more birds at some point during the year with the largest flocks being present during autumn passage. Numbers at Ashworth Moor Res were the largest ever recorded there and a record site count was made at Watergrove Res on 14th September. Most small ponds have this species and it continues to increase – perhaps control methods need to be enforced. Although very common this species was under recorded in 2006, Queens Park and Springfield Park will have had 50 or more at some point during the year but no records were given.

Breeding: bred successfully at Hollingworth Lake, 8 pairs attempted in the Piethorne Valley with 2 pairs noted as being successful raising 8 between them. A pair raised at least 2 young in Healey Dell, Ashworth Moor Res had 2 pairs raising 8 young (4 each), 3 pairs attempted at Watergrove with two pair being successful (2 + 3 juvs fledged).
December Wildfowl Count: a total of 534 birds were recorded at 9 of the 15 sites surveyed with 147 at Hollingworth Lake being the most.
BARNACLE GOOSE



                


  
     Branta leucopsis
Scarce, probably feral birds

A bird was first seen on the 9th August at Hollingworth Lake, the bird was mainly seen at Hollingworth Lake until the end of the year but the bird did put in appearances at other local sites; Chelburn Reservoir 24th August, Pilsworth Fisheries 27th-29th August, Warland Reservoir 14th September and Piethorne Reservoirs 29th September and 12th-20th October.

COMMON SHELDUCK






                 Tadorna tadorna
Passage migrant

39 birds were seen from a total of 9 records. The largest flock to be seen was 18 on the 28th August at White Holme Res, this site held the most records for the year. 4 sites recorded this species.

All records as follows;

Ashworth Moor Res: 4 were seen briefly on the 31st March.

Hollingworth Lake: 1 on the 15th February, 3 on the 1st April, 3 on the 30th April and 3 on the 6th November.
Watergrove: 5 birds were present on the 7th September.
White Holme Res: 3 on the 23rd May, 2 on the 3rd August, 18 on the 28th August, 1 on the 29th August and 4 on the 21st September.

WIGEON (Eurasian Wigeon)







        Anas penelope
Uncommon visitor

Monthly maxima (Sites with 5 or more present at anytime during the year)

	Site
	Jan 
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	AMR
	2
	
	4
	3
	
	
	1
	
	5
	
	3
	2

	Clegg Hall Pools
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7
	
	
	2

	Hollingworth Lake
	
	2
	
	51
	
	
	
	
	3
	10
	
	

	Watergrove
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	33
	
	19
	

	Warland Res
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	24
	
	
	

	White Holme Res
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	12
	
	
	


A total of 10 sites recorded this species during the year making it a very good year for this species locally. 51 was the highest count of the year at Hollingworth Lake on the 1st April. A strong migration was noted on the 9th September with double figures seen at 3 sites, Watergrove had 33 (a site record), Warland Res had 24, White Holme Res had 12 and Ashworth Moor Res had 5. The only other double figure records were 10 at Hollingworth Lake on the11th October, 20 at Watergrove on the 10th September and 19 at the same site on the 28th November.

Elsewhere smaller numbers were seen;

Akzo Pool: 1 present on the 26th December.

Clegg Hall Pools: 1 on 16th and 4 on 23rd September.

Piethorne Valley: A male was seen on the 10th March, a pair was seen on the 27th December.

Shaw Moss: 1 was seen on the 1st April.
Spring Mill Res: A female was seen on the 10th September.
GADWALL
                                                      (6, 64, 4)



         Anas strepera
Rare visitor

A single male was on Ashworth Moor Res on the 3rd of April with 2 males present there on the 30th. A pair turned up the next day at Hollingworth Lake. A single male was seen on Ogden Res on the 25th & 26th December and was the first sighting there since 1995, possibly only the second ever. A number of sightings came from Clegg Hall Pools towards the end of the breeding season, a family party of Mallard in which two showed features of Gadwall were present and may have been confused as this species. The single bird that seemed to frequent the R. Roch around the Heywood area was not seen.
TEAL (Eurasian Teal)








            Anas crecca
Uncommon, rare breeder

No real change to the status of this species, frequent sightings around the breeding season in the upland areas is encouraging for breeding. Most records came from Hollingworth Lake/Shaw Moss/Akzo Pond/Clegg Hall area. 39 was the highest count of the year on the 7th October (34 Shaw Moss & 5 at the lake). 

Monthly maxima (sites with 10 or more on at least one date)

	Site
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Rochdale Canal
	
	
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hollingworth Lake
	21
	18
	24
	8
	2
	
	
	4
	31
	39
	22
	16

	Piethorne Valley
	
	
	8
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	16
	20
	

	Watergrove
	10
	11
	10
	4
	
	
	
	2
	8
	5
	10
	2

	White Holme Res
	
	
	
	
	
	
	12
	3
	
	
	15
	


A flooded field by Rochdale Canal had an isolated count of 10 birds on the 28th March. 4 at Watergrove on the 30th April was the latest spring record at that site. There was a record of 12 fem/imm birds on White Holme Res on the 17th July. Away from the Hollingworth Lake area the other high counts for the year included 20 at Ogden Res on the 3rd November and 16 there on the 27th October. 17 at Chelburn Resrs on 9th September. 14 were at Clegg Hall on the 15th January and the same number was at Akzo Pond on 19th March. 11 was the highest count at Watergrove on the 24th & 25th February. Ashworth Moor Res had a small number of records with a notable movement over late September and early October with 6 there on the 9th October.

MALLARD








             Anas platyrhynchos
Common Resident

Monthly maxima (Sites which recorded more than 20 at anytime)

	Site
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	AMR
	43
	6
	2
	3
	4
	
	
	24
	62
	21
	7
	6

	Chelburn Res
	
	
	15
	
	
	
	33
	21
	12
	17
	25
	19

	Hollingworth Lake
	
	
	
	22
	
	
	
	
	44
	
	
	81

	Lords Wood
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	45
	

	Naden Valley
	2
	4
	2
	8
	8
	2
	4
	
	29
	8
	8
	31

	Piethorne Valley
	21
	14
	7
	4
	10
	22
	9
	8
	13
	24
	23
	27

	Rhodes Lodges
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	50
	19

	Springfield Park
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	29

	Watergrove
	4
	22
	19
	12
	16
	6
	12
	24
	24
	
	19
	17


For such a common bird this species is certainly under recorded locally. Queens Park doesn’t make it on to the table but it seems highly unlikely that this site did not have at least 20 individuals at some point during the year. Springfield Park was only recorded once in December and one record came from Lords Wood.

The highest count of the year was 81 at Hollingworth Lake on the 9th December, 

Breeding: there would have been between 5 and 10 breeding events in the Piethorne Valley with at least 3 family parties being seen. More mature duckling seen there in July suggests that not all young birds became victims of the legendary Pike there. Mink was the main culprit as to why very few ducklings got away from Hollingworth Lake and as with most water birds at the lake Mallard seems to be in decline there. Also bred at Ashworth Moor Res, Watergrove, Rydings Lodge, Rhodes Lodges, Naden Valley and Clegg Hall Fisheries. This species will have bred at other sites but has been under recorded in 2006.

December Wildfowl Count: a total of 218 birds were recorded from the 10 of the 15 sites surveyed. The highest count was 81 at Hollingworth Lake which was the highest count of the year at that site.

NORTHERN PINTAIL






                           Anas acuta
Uncommon visitor

A total of 19 birds were seen from 7 records, only 4 sites recorded this species. Most sightings were in autumn and only one in the first quarter.

All records as follows;

Ashworth Moor Res: 7 were seen on the 10th September but flew off around mid-morning, 3 were present on the 12th-13th September and a single female was present from the 19th-29th September.
Hollingworth Lake: 3 (2 drakes and 1 duck) were present on the 10th March, only an adult was present in the afternoon.
Watergrove: A single female/immature was present on the 24th October was the first record at this site for 6 years.
White Holme Res: 2 were in eclipse plumage from the 29th August to the 1st September, another 2 birds were present on the 1st October.
GARGANEY




        (0, 7, 1)



Anas querquedula Very rare summer visitor
A male bird in eclipse plumage was on Ashworth Moor Res on the 24th September but had departed by 09:00; this is only the 6th record of this species, the last being at the same site on 23rd August 1999.

SHOVELER (Northern Shoveler)






         Anas clypeata
Scarce visitor

A very difficult bird to connect with in the area. A pair was present on Piethorne on the 10th of March for the morning only; it is highly likely that the same pair turned up at Hollingworth Lake later that day. A female was seen on Ashworth Moor Res on the 26th of November, the only other record was a male at Watergrove in the afternoon on the 21st of December.

POCHARD









        Aythya furina 

Uncommon Visitor

The highest count of the year was 12 at Ashworth Moor Reservoir on the 31st March, 11 were also seen at Hollingworth Lake on this date. The only other notable high count was 5 at Ashworth Moor Reservoir on the 11th October. 

All records as follows;

Ashworth Moor Res: 2 present on the 22nd January, 12 on the 31st March and 5 on the 11th October.

Clegg Hall Pools: A male was seen on 16th and 23rd September, 2 were seen on the 24th September (one of the birds had a pale blue nasal ring OG, there is information on this bird below), 1 on the 25th September, 1 on the 12th October, 1 on the 19th and 21st October.
Greenbooth: 3 were seen on the 28th January.
Hollingworth Lake: Drake on the 4th March, 3 (2 drakes) on the 15th March, 11 on the 31st March, a female on 1st April. Autumn passage consisted of 2 drakes on the 11th October, a female at Akzo Pool on the 8th November and a drake 26th-30th December.
Piethorne Valley: A male was present from the 14th October to the 1st November. 
Ringed Bird: the nasal saddle pale blue OG was put on the bird on the 8th of January 2005 at the ringing station of St Philbert de Grand Lieu, which is on the shore of the Lac de Grand Lieu, Loire-Atlantique, France. The bird which was an adult when ringed had travelled a distance of 733km.
TUFTED DUCK








       Aythya fluigula
Uncommon winter visitor and rare breeder

Widespread but certain sites have birds most of the year, a total of 13 sites recorded this species. Springfield Park had a maximum of 10 on the 15th January, while at least 8 were at Clegg Hall Pools on the 24th September. 8 were at Myrtle Road Lodges on the 27th November and another 8 were at Rhodes Lodge on the 30th (at least 24 were seen during the first quarter at this site but no dates were given). Pilsworth Fisheries had 4 on the 9th & 19th April and White Ash Res had 4 on the 5th February. 

Hollingworth Lake had a number of records but has increasingly become an uncommon passage migrant there. Some records from there included 8 on the 15th March and 1st April, 6 on the 30th April and a drake in eclipse on the 20th July. Watergrove had numbers throughout the year with the highest being 7 on the 1st April.

Breeding: known to have bred at Clegg Hall Fisheries, raising at least 3 young. At Watergrove a female was seen with 5 small chicks in August but none were though to have survived. Breeding was attempted at Piethorne but failed and this species probably attempted at Rhodes Lodges but no records were received.
December Wildfowl Count: 9 birds were seen from 2 sites with 5 at Springfield Park being the highest number recorded.

Hybrid: a bird on the 4th February showed characteristics of both Scaup and Tufted Duck at Hollingworth Lake.
COMMON SCOTER







   
      Melanitta nigra
Passage migrant

A good year for this species with 22 individuals from 9 records, the highest flock being 7 (6 male 1 female) at Hollingworth Lake on the 5th August.

Ashworth Moor Res: 1 male on the 13th April, 5 (3 male 2 female) on the 15th April and 1 male on the 21st June.
Blackstone Edge Res: A single male was present on the 6th August.

Hollingworth Lake: 4 were present on the 25th June, 1 on the 4th August and 7 (6 male 1 female) were there on the 5th August.
Watergrove: A fem/imm bird was present on the 26th September.
White Holme Res: 1 was seen on the 24th July. 

There was a report of a male at Chelburn Reservoir during April but no date was given.

GOLDENEYE








            Bucephala clangula

Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant, declining

8 (3 drakes) were on Watergrove on the 28th March was the highest count of the year locally and the highest count at this site since 2001. Ashworth Moor Res had very few records and none recorded there during the second winter period, this species has become an increasingly scarce passage migrant at Hollingworth Lake with birds being quickly moved on with boating activity.

First Winter Period: 25 records were received from Piethorne with 4 on the 20th January being the highest count. A female was at Hollingworth Lake on the 28th January and up to 3 birds were recorded between 10th March and 1st April. 2 were at Ashworth Moor Res on the 15th and a single was seen on a small pond between Higher Shore and Watergrove on the 25th February. A drake was on White Holme Res on the 22nd January. The last spring record was a pair on Ashworth Moor Res on the 30th April. 

Second Winter Period: the first bird to return was a fem/imm bird at Watergrove on the 14th October. Birds arrived back at Hollingworth Lake on the 27th October and 3rd November at Ogden Res. The Piethorne Valley only held 4 records in the latter half of the year compared with 25 in the first, 3 on the 3rd November being the highest count. 2 males were on Warland Res on the 12th November, 3 were at Pilsworth Fisheries on the 16th November and 5 (2 drakes) were on Light Hazzles Res on the 31st December.  5 (drake and 4 fem/imm) were on Hollingworth Lake on the 18th December and 5 female/immature birds were there on the 26th December.

RUDDY DUCK                                                     (0, 20, 1)


             Oxyura jamaicensis
Rare visitor

A fem/imm bird was present on Ashworth Moor Res from the 4th to the 5th September; this is only the ninth record locally of this species.

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER                      (7, 46, 3)



     Mergus serrator
Scarce visitor

Two records this year were about average. A single adult drake was on Hollingworth Lake on the morning of 1st April.  On the 5th of November a female was reported again from Hollingworth Lake, but certainly did not stay long.

GOOSANDER









      Mergus mergus
Common, becoming more widespread

Monthly Maxima (Sites with 10 or more individuals in at least one month)

	Site
	Jan 
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	AMR
	80
	77
	48
	58
	25
	 
	11
	45
	100
	100
	80
	70

	Chelburn Res
	10
	 
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	12
	 5

	Hollingworth Lake
	7
	4
	17
	11
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	8

	Piethorne Valley
	27
	17
	12
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2
	15
	7
	11

	Rhodes Lodges
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 50
	30 

	Spring Mill Res
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	15
	 
	 

	Watergrove
	10
	13
	12
	8
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 9
	4
	 35


Ashworth Moor Reservoir dominated the records as usual, but numbers towards the end of the year there seemed slightly down than usual. Numbers from late August to late September built up as birds began to move through, all numbers at this time were of females or immature birds as the males migrate to Scandinavia to moult. The first returning male was at Ashworth Moor Res on the 15th October. Numbers seem to be building up elsewhere in the area which may account for the slightly fewer number at Ashworth Moor Res. 

Rhodes Lodges is becoming a pre roost site for birds roosting at Heaton Park Res where 50 birds were noted before flying off in November, 30 birds was the maximum count from that site in December.

There was a sighting of a female on the R. Roch during the summer but there was no breeding. Goosander must surely be the next species to breed locally, given that birds are being seen very close to the breeding season as well as isolated records during the breeding season and that they are breeding on the R. Irwell just over the borders are good indications. 

December Wildfowl Count: a total of 71 Goosander were seen from 5 sites, of course Ashworth Moor Res had the highest count of 59.

[image: image1.emf]Goosansder numbers at AMR during September
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RED GROUSE







                 Lagopus lagopus
Local, nearly all records from the east







 Amber List

A single was seen above the valley at Longden End on the 6th July and was the only record away from the White Holme, Light Hazzles, Blackstone Edge area where 1-3 birds were seen throughout the year and the only record of breeding was of 5 young birds seen on the 21st July at White Holme Res. Breeding numbers at Turvin Clough will of course been higher.
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE
 (Cat.C)





         Alectoris rufa
Introduced, populations don’t last long

The most interesting record was 2 adults at Watergrove on the 22nd May, and then on 4th August 2 adults were seen with 1 chick, thought to be approximately 2 weeks old; therefore almost certainly locally bred. 2 were in the Naden Valley on the 23rd April, and 1 was present at Higher Barn Farm in March and 3 more in April. A single bird was seen at Pilsworth tip on the 28th February.

GREY PARTRIDGE








          Perpix perpix
Resident, slight decline









       Red List

This species was well recorded in the north and east of the area with the most reliable site being the Piethorne Valley where birds were seen for 7 months of the year from March to September. A singing bird was noted at Ashworth Moor Res on the 5th February, Watergrove had records of 1-2 birds from the 11th February until the breeding season and 2 were at the car park at Greenbooth on the 18th March.

Breeding: 2006 seemed a good year for this species with breeding occurring at 8 sites minimum. The sites are as follows and the number (where given) in brackets are the number of young raised; Ashworth Moor Res (6), Birch (2) Castle Hill Quarry, Chelburn Res (8), Clegg Hall Marsh (14), Naden (c10), Piethorne (c15) and Spring Mill Res (6). Elsewhere birds were seen in the Summit, Wardle and Watergrove in the breeding season, there were also reports of birds seen during the breeding months around the Higher Barn Farm area but no exact figures were given.  The breeding at Clegg Hall Marsh was notable as it was a regular site for this species in the past but it has not been noted there for several years. 
QUAIL (Common Quail)






               Coturnix coturnix
Very rare summer visitor








       Red List

A bird was heard on Turf Moor on the 15th June, there was a small influx in the Manchester area with small numbers to the west of the county. The bird at Turf Moor seems to be the first record in over 13 years. 

PHEASANT (Common Pheasant) (Cat.C)




           Phasanius colchicus
Uncommon resident

Widespread but never in large numbers. 5 were in the Piethorne Valley on the 23rd April, another 5 was at Clegg Hall Marsh on the 21st August, 4 were in the Naden Valley on the 24th May and another 5 were at Ashworth Moor Res on the 27th December. The only confirmed record of breeding was at Watergrove where a female with 2 chicks was seen on the 3rd August. Males were calling in spring at Ealees Valley, Shaw Moss, Clegg Hall Marsh, Wardle and Pilsworth. Birds were present during the breeding season in the Piethorne Valley but breeding did not take place, it seems likely that a pair bred in the Naden Valley.

LITTLE GREBE







         Tachybaptus fuficollis

Resident, declining

This species continues to decline and no longer breeds in the area. Doc Dam which used to be one of the last strong holds for this species had no breeding and records became increasingly sporadic as this year went on with hardly any sightings there in the late part of the year. 2 birds turned up on 22nd July at Clegg Hall Pools and remained until late August with 3 present there on the 26th July. A single bird remained during September up until 21st October. An immature bird was seen at Piethorne on the 7th & 17th November, a single was at Spring Mill Res on the 9th September and another was at Watergrove on the 27th July.

December Wildfowl Count:  1 was at Doc Dam, the only record of this species during the survey.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE







    Podiceps crisatus
Resident, increasing

Present in good numbers away from the breeding season but many pairs failed in 2006. Hollingworth Lake held the highest numbers with 24 on the 11th March which appears to not only be a site record but a local record.

Monthly maxima

	Site
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	AMR
	
	
	
	4
	5
	4
	2
	2
	
	
	1
	

	Hollingworth Lake
	7
	6
	24
	9
	10
	4
	2
	
	1
	2
	1
	1

	Piethorne Valley
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	7

	Pilsworth Fisheries
	2
	2
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8


Away from Hollingworth Lake 8 were at Pilsworth Fisheries on the 9th December, 7 were at Ogden Res on the 18th, 19th, 21st & 28th December and 5 were at Ashworth Moor Res on the 6th & 7th May.

Breeding: the only successful breeding attempt was at Watergrove where a pair managed to raise 1 young. Other attempts were made at Ashworth Moor Res and Ogden Res and both failed due to rapid change in water level. Despite the presence of several displaying pairs at Hollingworth Lake, there was again no serious attempt at breeding. Mink, fluctuating water levels and increased human disturbance are probably the reasons for this. A bird was on eggs at Pilsworth Fisheries but nothing came from it.

December Wildfowl Count: a total of 10 birds (8/2) were seen from Pilsworth Fisheries and Piethorne.

LEACH’S STORM-PETREL
               
     (0, 2, 1)
                         
    Oceanodromo leucorhoa
Very rare visitor

With strong winds and many birds being seen down the west coast in December and with Manchester having 3 records during that month, it was hardly surprising to hear that one had been found dead in Rochdale, but slightly more surprising that is was at the bottom of the outdoor cellar steps in Healey Dell! This is only the 3rd record of this species for Rochdale, the last being at Hollingworth Lake in 1983; all occurrences are after strong winds that blow these small sea-birds inland. Although in this case someone may have brought the bird back from the coast and had hoped to have it identified and may have left it there if no one was around.

CORMORANT (Great Cormorant)





           Phalacrocorax carbo
Winter visitor, increasing 








 Amber List

An amazing 27 on Hollingworth Lake on the 5th March was not only a site record but a local record. Hollingworth Lake remains the best site to see this species locally and then it would be the Piethorne Valley.

Monthly Maxima for Hollingworth Lake

	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	4
	8
	27
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	3


The last birds seen in the first half of the year was on 17th April at Hollingworth Lake and 26th April at Piethorne. A notable record came from Doc Dam on the 11th - 13th March where a bird was present in the snow and was very confiding. The first birds to return after the breeding season were on the 11th August at Clegg Hall Fisheries and 2 at Watergrove on the 17th August. Ashworth Moor Res held 3 on the 13th September - a very high count for this water, 2 immature birds was at Spring Mill Res on the 10th September and 2 were also at Watergrove on the 17th August.

Birds were seen along the R. Roch and at one site birds began to gather in some number with at least 9 being seen on the 23rd December. It is not as yet clear whether the national decision to cull this species has had an affect on local numbers.

SHAG
(European Shag)


     (0, 3, 1)


  Phalacrocorax aristotelisn Very rare visitor
A first-winter bird was present from the 31st October till the 4th November making the 4th local record and the 3rd record to come from this site. The bird was very confiding and allowed many local and county birders chance to catch up with this locally rare bird. The last record of this species was at Ashworth Moor Res on the 8th August 2003.

GREY HERON








        Ardea cinerea Common resident

An ever increasing bird in the area with records coming from garden ponds to upland reservoirs. A total of 18 bird nested within the area, 10 nests were occupied at Queens Park where a new nest had been built in a sycamore, 7 were at 3 Owls Bird Sanctuary at Wolstenholme Fold and 1 was at Healey Dell where a new nest had been built in the same tree, the latter nest was destroyed in strong winds towards the end of the year.

Hollingworth Lake had 8 birds on the 29th July and 5 were at the Piethorne Valley on the 30th June, 11th August and 21st September. 3 were at Spring Mill Res on the 10th & 30th September, and a bird visited Ashworth Moor Res throughout the year.

RED KITE









        Milvus milvus
Increasing visitor, probably due to introduction scheme in Yorkshire



 Amber List

A bird was seen over Watergrove on the 25th of March flying in a roughly east-west direction, it was seen for two minutes before flying off over Middle Hill behind Watergrove. A bird was also seen on the 28th of March at Blakeley Golf Course.
HEN HARRIER








       Circus cyaneus
Scare visitor, usually in winter








       Red List

A female was seen flying from Green Withens (just outside the area) in the direction of Piethorne and would have easily flown into the area on the 11th August. A male bird was present at Watergrove on the 7th, 14th and 24th of October – this bird may have over wintered somewhere in the Rochdale area as a male was present in early 2007.

SPARROWHAWK (Eurasian Sparrowhawk)





        Accipiter nisus
Common resident, increasing

Common throughout the area, it seems likely that 20 pairs bred in the area, with pairs at Healey Dell, Roch Valley (3), Naden Valley, Hopwood Woods (2), Alkrington Woods, Ashworth Valley and Tandle Hill. The pair that bred in the Naden Valley raised one young with two eggs never hatching. A male bird managed to kill a Common Sandpiper at Ashworth Moor Res on the 23rd August.

Garden Bird Survey: 1 was seen during the hour in one garden.

BUZZARD (Common Buzzard)


         



            Buteo buteo

Resident and passage migrant, increasing 

At least one pair bred successfully at a site in the area with another pair attempted but failed. This appears to be the first year on record that this species has bred locally, although a pair probably bred in 2005. It seems likely that the number of breeding pairs will increase over the coming years and there are many places locally where this species could breed.

Passing birds were also in very good number this year. The first was over Ashworth Moor Res on the 29th March, 1 was over Calderbrook Moor on the 23rd April with a bird over Wardle on the same day, 1 was over Watergrove on the 28th April, one over Trub 14th May, 1 was over Chelburn Res on the 28th May, 1 over Ashworth Moor Res on the 14th August, 1 over Watergrove 24th August, 1 over Hollingworth Lake on the 4th September – first record there since 1998 and 1 over Rochdale Golf course on the 13th September. 3 records came from the Piethorne Valley with singles on the 1st July, 5th September and 3rd November.
OSPREY









  Pandion haliaetus

Rare passage migrant









 Amber List

The only confirmed record was of a bird at Spring Mill Res on the 22nd October before appearing to drift off towards the Naden Valley. At least 3 other rumors from various websites and by word of mouth suggested one record in spring and 2 in autumn (1 8th September). Because no names were given to any of these records they will not be included in the database.

KESTREL (Common Kestrel)







  Falco tinnunculus
Common resident although declining







 Amber List

This species has declined in recent years but can still be readily encountered in many places. Known to have bred at Ashworth Moor Res, Deeply Vale, Naden Valley, Piethorne Valley, Spring Mill Res and at Castle Hill Quarry. A sighting of 4 adult birds together at Ashworth Moor Res on the 23rd August was the highest of the year.

MERLIN









   Falco vespertinus
Scarce, rare breeder









 Amber List

Breeding was confirmed just over the border with another pair presumed to have bred over the border. Birds were seen in the usual places and in usual numbers.

HOBBY




    (0, 20, 2)



      Falco subbuteo
Rare summer visitor

A bird was seen over Pilsworth Fisheries on the 27th August. An adult was at Shaw Moss on the 12th September where it was plucking a swallow whilst in flight. This species is fast becoming an annual visitor.

PEREGRINE FALCON







   Falco peregrinus
Increasing, rare breeder









 Amber List

Typical records were received from the usual localities. Breeding was not confirmed but it seems likely that two pairs were successful on the borders with at least another pair present during the breeding season.

Records are increasing of birds hunting in lowland localities; a bird was seen in Rochdale Town Centre on the 4th January, Hollingworth Lake had a 4 records this year with a bird seen late August and 2 seen early September, an adult flew west over the lake on the 7th December. A bird flew over Chadderton on the 30th December and managed to kill a Lapwing.

WATER RAIL









    Rallus aquaticus
Rare winter visitor, overlooked








 Amber List

There were vague records of birds being seen on the River Roch at either ends of the year, the area of the Roch behind Springfield Park had one over December 2005 to January 2006, and other sites mentioned included near Crimble Mill and in wet area of wood by Grislehurst Woods. Most records involved a dog flushing them.

MOORHEN (Common Moorhen)





           Gallinula chloropsus

Common Resident

Successfully bred at a number of sites in the area including Hollingworth Lake, Watergrove, Piethorne Valley, Rhodes Lodges, Healey Dell, Queens Park, Springfield Park, Brown House Wham, Rydings Lodge Wardle and Rainshore Lodge. 7 at Watergrove on the 13th August was the highest count of the year along with 7 at Rhodes Lodges on the 9th December.

December Wildfowl Count: a total of 18 birds were seen from 6 sites, the highest count was 7 at Rhodes Lodges.
COOT (Eurasian Coot)








              Fulica atra
Resident

Not as widespread and common as this species should be locally. The highest numbers were found at Clegg Hall Pools during the latter half of the year where up to 20 birds were present on most days with 23 on the 29th December. Small numbers were present at Hollingworth Lake in the spring with a maximum of 4 on the 26th March. Despite this there was no breeding attempt and it seems unclear why this species has become so scarce at this site as there is suitable habitat for it – the presence of Mink is probably there main problem there. There were no records for the Piethorne Valley in 2006. A pair with 5 chicks were at Watergrove on 25th May, 3 of which fledged. 6 were at Queens Park on the 12th Jan and 6 were at Alkrington Woods on the 13th October with 12 there on the 9th December. A single bird was at Ashworth Moor Res on the 8th August – a very unusual bird there as was a bird on Shaw Moss on the 1st April. Birds were also noted at Springfield Park, Pilsworth Fisheries, Brown House Wham, Healey Dell and White Ash Res. Breeding was confirmed at 6 sites although it was probably under recorded.
December Wildfowl Count: 27 birds were noted in total from 4 sites with 12 at both Rhodes Lodges and Clegg Hall Pools.

OYSTERCATCHER (Eurasian Oystercatcher)




     Haematopsus ostralegus
Uncommon summer visitor, rare winter visitor

The first returning bird was at Hollingworth Lake on the very early date of 15th January. This site had the most records with birds seeing between the lake, Akzo Pond and Shaw Moss. Other dates for returning birds including 1 at Ashworth Moor Res on the 1st March, 3rd March at Piethorne and 13th March at Watergrove. Birds were present at Hollingworth Lake from the 6th March to the 27th July with the maximum being 8 on the 3rd April, but there was no evidence of breeding. Other high counts including 4 at Ashworth Moor Res on the 10th July, 4 at Watergrove on the 21st April and 4 at the side of Ogden Res on the 28th June.

Breeding: although not confirmed it seems likely that 2 pairs bred at Birch and at Pilsworth. A nest with 3 eggs was found in the Piethorne Valley but within a few days there was no sign of any eggs – the third year in succession that this species has not been able to fledge young at this site. A pair attempted to breed in Deeply Vale but the outcome was unknown. 

Other sites which this species visited during the year included Higher Boarshaw (no dates given) Chelburn Res on the 14th May, Clegg Hall Pools on a number of dates in April, White Holme Res on the 9th August and the Naden Valley on the 24th September which was the last record of the year.

LITTLE-RINGED PLOVER (Little Plover)





 Charadrius dubius
Summer visitor, increasing

The first returning bird was on the 1st of April with two birds present at Shaw Moss. Birds returned to Naden on the 9th and Watergrove on the 18th – high water levels probably caused this late arrival here. 4 birds were at Roach Bank Farm on the 19th April and 2 were at White Holme Res on the 11th May. The highest count for the year was 9 birds (6 adults 3 juveniles) at Shaw Moss on the 11th July. The last sighting was of 3 birds at White Holme Res on the 22nd August. Interestingly there was no sighting from the Piethorne Valley.

Breeding: 2 pairs raised a total of 7 young, 4/3, at Roach Bank Farm; this site has now been built on in 2007. 2 pairs raised 6 young 3/3 in the Naden Valley, a pair raised young at Warland Res and at White Holme Res 2 broods 2/2 were seen on 22nd July. Although birds were seen at Shaw Moss throughout spring and summer no breeding took place. 
RINGED PLOVER







          Charadrius hiaticula
Uncommon passage migrant and scarce breeder





                Amber List

The first record was of a single at Oulder Hill where work was being carried out on the 4th April. 2 were seen at Heywood Business Park on the 17th April, 8 (5 male) were at Roach Bank Farm on the 19th April. 4 were at White Holme Res on the 11th May with 3 there on the 20th and 2 on the 27th. There were many sightings of this species at White Holme Res from June through to August, where 5 were seen on the 27th July and 5 on the 22nd August. 1 was present at Ashworth Moor Res on the 21st August and singles were at Watergrove on the 5 and 19th August. 

Breeding: the only confirmed breeding was at Roach Bank Farm where 3 pairs raised young, 3/4/2; this site has now been built on.

DOTTEREL (Eurasian Dotterel)





        Charadrius morinellus
Rare passage migrant, possibly overlooked

One was seen just over the boundary on Bleakedgate Moor on the afternoon of 30th April, but soon departed. Despite a good attempt by many local birdwatchers to find this bird this year no other records were received. 

GOLDEN PLOVER (European Golden Plover)





  Pluvialis apricaria
Uncommon winter visitor and scarce breeder

There were only of handful of winter records at both ends of the year. 4 were at Clegg Hall Marsh on the 9th December (long have the days gone when this site had flocks in excess of 2000!), 40 passed through briefly at Ashworth Moor Res on the 19th December.

Breeding: there were no confirmed breeding records but birds were seen at typical breeding locations during the season. 
Rooftop Records: only a few records of birds were noted this year (probably due to lack of people looking) and all from the Tesco at Chadderton. 50 were present on the 28th December, 13 on the 29th and 100 on the 30th. 
GREY PLOVER







            Pluvialis squatarola
Rare passage migrant

A bird in full summer plumage was seen on the 8th of August for most of the day at Clegg Hall Pools, it flew off late in the afternoon where it was picked up by many local birders at White Holme Res and the bird roosted but had left by early morning. 

LAPWING (Northern Lapwing)






   Vanellus vanellus
Common resident









 Amber List

Monthly maxima at sites with 100 or more at any point

	Site
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	AMR
	66
	50
	63
	5
	8
	12
	250
	146
	150
	60
	65
	30

	Hollingworth Lake
	45
	53
	40
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	90
	118
	65
	60
	70
	38

	J21 M62
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	80
	160


Only 3 sites recorded 100 more over the year. Numbers after the breeding season built up at both Ashworth Moor Res and Hollingworth Lake with 250 there on the 25th July and 118 at Hollingworth Lake on the 14th August. There were two isolated counts of birds seen off junction 21 of the M62 with 80 there on the 1st November and 160+ there on the 25th December.
Breeding: bred at Shaw Moss where a chick was first seen on the 11th May. No breeding was noted around the Piethorne Valley despite birds being on territory in April. 2 pairs got young away at Roach Bank Farm and at least 4 pairs bred around Ashworth Moor Res. There were a few other records in upland areas but this species was under recorded in 2006.
Rooftop Records: the number of record received for birds on rooftops was very low and only a handful of counts were made. 250 were at Stakehill Industrial Estate on the 18th February and 250 were at Tesco in Chadderton on the 27th December. Smaller numbers were seen at Sandbrook Park where 40 on the 15th January was the highest count.

	Site
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Stakehill
	 
	250
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tesco (Chadderton)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	250


December Wildfowl Count: 30 at Ashworth Moor Res was the only record.

KNOT 
(Red Knot)








     Calidris canutus

Rare passage migrant









 Amber List

A single bird at White Holme Res on the 11th September was the first record locally since 1996, the bird did not stay long. Another bird was seen at Ashworth Moor Res on the 24th December, it flew in from the Deeply Vale direction circled the reservoir and flew off.

SANDERLING








           Calidris alba
Scarce passage migrant

A good year for this species locally with a total of 5 individuals from 4 records. The first was at Shaw Moss on the 17th April, it was also the first record for the Hollingworth Lake area for more than 20 years and the first Rochdale record since 1996. 2 birds were present with 9 dunlin at White Holme Res on the 17th May but were only present briefly. A juvenile bird was present at Watergrove on the 1st August and was the first ever record for that site, finally an adult bird was seen at White Holme Res on the 3rd August. Passage of this species will almost certainly be annual, better coverage at sites with water in 2006 will probably account for the higher number of records compared to previous years.

DUNLIN









        Calidris alpina

Summer visitor, declining








 Amber List

The first birds to be noted back were 2 at Ashworth Moor Res on the 7th May and 3 at White Holme Res on the 11th and 9 there on the 17th May. Good numbers passed through White Holme Res with maximums of 15 on the 23rd July and 13 on the 27th and 14 (all adults in breeding plumage) on 28th. Small numbers were seen there until the 14th September, and a single was there on the 6th November. The only other record was of single bird at Watergrove on the 5th August. 

RUFF









          Philomachus pugnax
Rare visitor










 Amber List

A record of two birds at Ashworth Moor Res on the 10th July was the first record for over 10 years.

JACK SNIPE








       Lymnocryptes minimus

Winter visitor, overlooked

2 were flushed by a dog at Higher Naden Res on the 13th March, another was flushed from here on the very late date of 17th May and a single was present on Blackstone Edge on the 10th November. Up to 2 birds were seen at Green Lane Tip in Heywood at both ends of the year.

SNIPE (Common Snipe)






            Gallinaga gallinago

Uncommon resident









 Amber List

This species can be encountered in wet areas and the moorlands. The largest flock of the year was 36 at Roach Bank Farm on the 15th March. 20 were flushed from Birch Industrial Estate on the 29th December. A total of 17 birds were seen at Higher Boarshaw on the 25th November, 11 were seen from the hide at Hollingworth Lake on the 16th September and 19th October with smaller numbers being present at Shaw Moss where 8 were seen on the 21st November. 5 was the highest count at Watergrove on the 3rd December and 7 were at Clegg Hall Fisheries on the 27th August. 2 were seen at Heywood Cricket Ground on the 27th January. 

Breeding: was confirmed at Ashworth Moor Res and Ashworth Moor area. This species probably bred at Shaw Moss, Pilsworth and the moors above Watergrove. 

December Wildfowl Count: 3 were at Watergrove.
WOODCOCK (Eurasian Woodcock)






  Scolopax rusticola
Uncommon winter visitor, overlooked







 Amber List

Certainly under recorded, the most records came from Watergrove with up to two birds being seen in the first quarter, single birds were also seen in the Willow Plantation at Pilsworth Fisheries, Carr Wood, Lords Wood and Rochdale Cemetery (a new species there). No breeding confirmed although roding birds were seen at Watergrove: one on 18th March and two together on 21st March. Birds were seen at Watergrove, Ealees Valley and Piethorne in the last quarter of the year, all singles.
BLACK-TAILED GODWIT
  

   (0, 22, 22)



        Limosa limosa
Rare visitor










       Red List

An amazing 21 birds flew through Ashworth Moor Reservoir on the 5th September making it the 10th local record as well as the largest flock ever recorded, the previous being 6 at Higher Boarshaw in 2001. A single bird was seen and heard calling at Watergrove on the 22nd of December making it a new species for that site. Both records mean 22 birds were seen in 2006, the same amount as the total seen from 1900-2005.

WHIMBREL








           Numenius phaeopus
Scarce passage migrant









 Amber List

A single bird was on Rooley Moor on the 2nd June, 3 were at Ashworth Moor Res on the 11th August with another present on the 12th briefly, a bird was heard calling over Watergrove on the 23rd August.
CURLEW (Eurasian Curlew)







 Numenius arquata
Fairly common summer visitor








 Amber List

The first birds to arrive back were 3 flying east over Hollingworth Lake on the 6th March and 2 north on the 9th. Both Ashworth Moor Res and Watergrove had birds back on the 11th with 4 and 2 respectively and Piethorne had one on the 14th March. Numbers began to build up at Ashworth Moor Res from the 19th March onwards where 10 were present 19th, 17 on the 20th, 34 (the highest count of the year) on the 21st and 24 on the 22nd. Elsewhere 9 were at Watergrove on the 17th March and 9 were on Cowpe Moss on the 2nd June. 6 were at White Holme Res on the 12th August and 5 were at Warland on the 7th August. The last record was a single at Watergrove on the 5th September.

Breeding: Breeding: at least 4 territories were held in the Piethorne Valley where breeding was proven on the 19th June where 2 small young were seen. Breeding also took place around the Knowl Hill area, Ding Quarry, Naden Valley, Ashworth Moor Res area and was probable on Rooley Moor, Shore Moor and around the Watergrove area (3 – 4 territories estimated).
REDSHANK









        Tringa totanus
Declining summer visitor, mainly in the east






 Amber List

The first returning bird was at Hollingworth Lake on the 16th March, the majority of sightings came from the Hollingworth Lake/Akzo Pond/Shaw Moss area with at least 4 being present at anyone time. Away from this area birds (all single unless stated) were seen at White Holme Res on numerous dates, Watergrove on the 1st & 8th April, Higher Boarshaw on the 19th April, Chelburn Res on the 20th April, 2 at Ashworth Moor Res on the 7th May with 2 juveniles there on the 11th of July, 3 at Watergrove on the 24th July and 2 birds were at White Holme from the 8th – 14th August. 

A bird was seen at Piethorne from the 27th December and remained until late January 2006, the first in that area since 2004.

No breeding seems to have taken place in 2006 although birds were present during the breeding season. 

GREENSHANK (Common Greenshank)





    Tringa nebularia

Scarce passage migrant











A bird flew in from the Deeply Vale Direction to Ashworth Moor Res on the 5th August and roosted. A long staying bird was at White Holme Res from the 8th to the 14th August. In a year that was good for waders it seems strange there were not more records of this species.

GREEN SANDPIPER








     Tringa ochropus
Scarce passage migrant









 Amber List

6 records involving 7 birds seems a good year. The first was a bird at White Holme Res on the 17th July, 2 were seen circling the dam at Watergrove before flying off on the 31st July, 2 were at Ashworth Moor Res on the 4th August before flying off to Deeply Vale, a bird flew over Higher Slack Brook on the 5th August, 1 was at Pilsworth Fisheries on the 29th August and the last record was a single at Hollingworth Lake on the 8th September.

COMMON SANDPIPER







  Actitis hypoleucos
Uncommon summer visitor

The first bird to return was at Piethorne on the 13th April. Other earliest arrival dates (all in April) at major sites included 1 at Greenbooth on the 14th, 2 at Ashworth Moor Res on the 16th, 2 at Hollingworth Lake on the 17th and 1 at Watergrove on the 20th.  Birds were also present at White Holme Res, Blackstone Edge Res, Chelburn Res. 6 was the highest count of the year n the 6th May at Greenbooth and 5+ were seen at Norman hill Res on the 27th June. Birds left the Hollingworth Lake area on the 9th May and did not return until the 20th July. The last birds to be noted were both on the 7th September at Ashworth Moor Res, 12th September at Clegg Hall Fisheries, 16th September at Watergrove. 

Breeding: seemed to be under recorded but breeding was noted in the Naden Valley (2), Chelburn Res, Watergrove, White Holme Res and was probable at Norman Hill Res.

TURNSTONE (Ruddy Turnstone)






  Arenaria interpres

Rare visitor










 Amber List

A bird still in full summer plumage was on Ashworth Moor Res on the 20th August.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL






        Larus melanocephalus
Rare but increasing vagrant








 Amber List

A stunning summer plumaged bird was present on Ashworth Moor Res on the evening of the 6th July before flying off west; it was again seen the next morning but did not stay long. Presumably the same bird was present at Elton Res during the afternoon of the 6th, and was seen later on the next day. It is highly likely the same bird was present at Ashworth Moor Res on the 3rd of August where it roosted and was seen again on the 5th. 

LITTLE GULL








        Larus minutus
Rare passage migrant 

Two summer plumage birds were present at Watergrove on the 27th July but did not stay long; this was the first record of this species at Watergrove and the first locally for a number of years.

BLACK-HEADED GULL







   Larus ridibundus
Common winter visitor









 Amber List

The highest record of the year 2300 at Hollingworth Lake on the 23rd January, at the other end of the year 2100 was the highest count for the second winter period at this site on the 26th December. Ashworth Moor Res held 1500 on the 31st December with 1300 being present on the 24th and 28th December. Elsewhere the only other notable counts were 218 at Watergrove Resr on 28th July and 140 at Ogden Res on the 28th December.  

A leucistic bird was seen in the roost at Hollingworth Lake on the 26th December and appeared to be the same individual as one the one seen in 2005.
COMMON GULL (Mew Gull)







            Larus canus
Common winter visitor









 Amber List

For the first time numbers were higher at Ashworth Moor Res than at Hollingworth Lake where it was noted that numbers appeared to be lower than usual. 220 was the highest count of the first winter period at that site on the 23rd January and 144 at Ashworth Moor Res on the 5th February. 55 were at Watergrove on the 2nd January. The last birds to be noted before the breeding season were 5 first-summer birds on the 21st May. There was an isolated record of 60+ moving north of the Piethorne Valley on the 4th July. The first returning birds were 2 at Watergrove on 12th July and then Hollingworth Lake and Ashworth Moor Res on the 24th July with 2 and 4 respectively. Watergrove had 44 on the 18th August and Piethorne had 110+ on the 4th September. The numbers built up at both Hollingworth Lake and Ashworth Moor Res until the end of the year, Hollingworth Lake held 245 on the 26th December and Ashworth Moor Res had 250 on the 17th December, 260 on the 21st and 300 (the highest count of the year) on the 28th and 31st. 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL






           Larus fuscus
Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant






 Amber List

Large numbers moved through Ashworth Moor Res during August where 600 were present at one time on the 6th. Smaller flocks of 20-30 would arrive and similar size flocks would leave in a different direction making the true number of individual birds passing through well into the thousands. 400 were seen flying over Tandle Hill heading towards Ashworth Moor Res on the 19th August. Other high counts at any one time at Ashworth Moor Res included 300 on the 5th August and 107 on the 8th. 120 was the largest number at Pilsworth Tip on the 28th May. Elsewhere 60+ were moving over the Piethorne Valley on the 4th July, 34 was the highest count of the year at Hollingworth Lake on the 20th March.

HERRING GULL








    Larus argentatus
Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant






 Amber List

The largest numbers came from Pilsworth Tip where 250 were present on the 2nd January and 28th February with another 200 there on there 10th January. 100 at Ashworth Moor Res on the 24th December and numbers increased here into 2007.  Small numbers were present in the roost at Hollingworth Lake from January until early March with 28 on the 5th February being the highest count. Birds were much scarcer here at the end of the year with only occasional birds being seen in November. Numbers did start to build up again in late December with 36 in the roost on the 26th December. 6 were seen at Piethorne on the 25th December and 1 was there on the 27th. 16 were heading north-west over Watergrove on the 20th February.

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL






 Larus michahellis/atlantis
Very rare vagrant

2006 marked the year that this species made it onto the Rochdale bird list. An adult was seen at Ashworth Moor Res on the 5th July with a small flock of Lesser Black-backed Gulls. Another adult was seen at the same site on the 3rd August. This species may be a regular migrant to the area but could easily be overlooked if Herring Gulls were present. It is likely that this species will be noted annually from now on, now that attention has been brought to it.

ICELAND GULL



        (0, 2, 1)



   Larus glaucoides
Very rare visitor

An immature bird in the gull roost at Hollingworth Lake on the 18th March was considered at the time to be a faded first-winter bird. However subsequent sightings of what appeared to be the same bird at Heaton Park Res suggested it may have been a second-winter bird. The same bird was seen by Rochdale birdwatchers at Castleshaw Res in the afternoon before it flew off in the direction of Hollingworth Lake. This is only the 3rd bird to have appeared locally.

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL






        Larus marinus
Uncommon winter visitor

300 were present at Pilsworth Tip on the 10th January with 85 there on the 2nd January. 152 were at Ashworth Moor Res on the 1st January with smaller numbers present until early February. 3 were at Watergrove on the 5th February. Occasional birds were seen in the roost at Hollingworth Lake from January until 21st March with 8 birds being the highest count on the 23rd January. 4 were at Watergrove Res on 25th December. The only record from the second winter period at the lake was 4 on the 26th December and a first winter on the 30th. A single in the Piethorne Valley on the 27th December was the first record there since 26th February 2001. Numbers began to increase in late December at Ashworth Moor Res where 74 were present on the 17th and 95 on the 31st. 
KITTIWAKE









       Rissa tridactyla
Uncommon visitor









 Amber List

Only 3 records seem a poor year for this species. A single was at Hollingworth Lake on the 20th March, a juvenile was at Ashworth Moor Res on the 9th April and another single was at Hollingworth Lake on the 17th April.

BLACK TERN








     Chlidonias niger
Scare passage migrant

3 passed through Ashworth Moor Res on the 28th August headed off south-west, a bird was present at White Holme Res on the 9th September and 2 were again present briefly at Ashworth Moor Res on the 16th September.
ARCTIC TERN








Sterna paradisaea Uncommon passage migrant
All but one record came from Hollingworth Lake; 2 adults were present on the 1st May, a single was present on the 7th May and 13 were seen on the 20th May. The only record was 3 at Ashworth Moor Res on the 4th May.

COMMON TERN








      Sterna hirundo
Uncommon passage migrant

All records as follows;

Hollingworth Lake: 2 present on the 15th, 20th and 27th May – a poor year there.

Pilsworth Fisheries: 1 on the 20th May, 6 on the 28th and 3 on the 29th. 

The only other record was of a bird still in full summer plumage at White Holme Res on the 2nd September.

FERAL PIGEON (Rock Dove)






                      Columba livia 

Common resident

Under-recorded in 2006, a flock of at least 50 were seen at either end of the year in Rochdale Town Centre. 50+ over Bleakedgate Moor were probably racing pigeons and flocks of 50 over Naden and Ashworth Moor Res were presumably from racing pigeons from Norden. Elsewhere small numbers were seen throughout the year at Hollingworth Lake area, Spotland and the more urban areas. 

Garden Bird Survey: recorded in 14% of all the gardens surveyed with 2 being the highest number seen in one garden.

STOCK DOVE








       Columba oenas
Resident, possibly increasing








 Amber List

2006 seemed a good year for this species. The majority of records came from the Piethorne Valley where 6 were present on the 20th March, 7 on the 11th April, 13 on the 17th September and 15 on the 22nd November. A single at Watergrove on the 23rd August was the first ever record for that site. 6 were at Higher Barn Farm on the 6th April, 1 was at Higher Shore on the 18th April, 2 at Summit on the 29th May, 5 at Ashworth Moor Res on the 22nd July, 2 at Clegg Hall on the 4th September. The only other notable sighting was of a flock of 9 birds at Fern Isle Wood on the 10th September.

Breeding: a pair bred in an Oak tree in Healey Dell, a rare occurrence as most birds locally use barns or quarries. A pair bred in Naden and this species will have possibly bred at, Higher Barn Farm, Piethorne and Deeply Vale. 
WOODPIGEON (Wood Pigeon)





             Columba palumbus
Common Resident

Well over 1000 birds were foraging in the beech mast at Tandle Hill on the 26th December. Other high counts included 600+ at Carr Wood on the 21st January, 160+ over Piethorne on the 31st December, 110+ in Healey Dell on the 25th November and 55 moving west at Hollingworth Lake on the 18th November. 

Garden Bird Survey: recorded in 50% of the gardens surveyed with only 2 being the highest count.

COLLARED DOVE







        Streptopelia deccaocto

Common resident

The only large flocks recorded were 15 at Watergrove (a site record) on the 17th September and 9 at Piethorne on the 20th October. Breeding continues to increase at Hollingworth Lake and there are more and more records of birds in gardens. Even though this species is common in most places it was well under recorded in 2006.

Garden Bird Survey: recorded in 25% of all the gardens surveyed with 2 being the highest count at one time.

ROSE-RINGED PARAKEET (Cat.C)






  Psittacula krameri
Rare visitor

A bird was seen briefly in Rochdale Cemetery on the 11th November before flying off east, this area has had 3 records in the last 7 years.

CUCKOO (Common Cuckoo)







    Cuculus canorus
Scarce summer visitor









 Amber List

Declined dramatically over recent years and now only handful of records exist each year. A bird was in Deeply Vale from the 16th May to the 24th May. A bird was present at Rainshore Mill area on the 3rd June. A single was seen flying over Akzo Pond in the direction of Littleborough on the 10th July, and another was seen from a garden in Wardle flying west on the 17th July.

BARN OWL









                 Tyto alba
Locally rare, increasing









 Amber List

A pair was seen at the start of the breeding season in suitable habitat but the birds seemed to disappear. Two birds (1st year males) were found dead by the side of a lorry depot in April and had both died from a road accident, it is very unlikely that these birds were from this area, they will have probably have been hit by a lorry whilst en route and once at the depot been tossed aside. A bird was seen in the Piethorne Valley on the 12th August but this bird may have been an escapee that had spent most of July at Tandle Hill.

LITTLE OWL (Cat.C)







        
        Athene noctua
Uncommon resident

This species occurs over much of the area. There was a decline in breeding numbers at Piethorne, down from 3 pairs to 1, and 1 young was raised. A pair bred near Ashworth Moor Res with another 2 pairs along the farmland along Ashworth Road. A pair bred in the Ealees Valley, 2 pairs bred in the Naden Valley, 1 pair near Spring Mill Res and a pair off Blackstone Edge Old Road. Two territories were estimated at Watergrove.
TAWNY OWL










Strix aluco
Common resident

Common over most of the area, breeding was confirmed at Healey Dell, Ashworth Valley – 1 young, Watergrove, Piethorne and Roch Valley (2), the true number of pairs will be much higher. At least 5 birds were heard calling in Bamford in March and at least 3 from Edenfield Road also in March. A bird was roosting in Pavilion Wood from 19th-26th March at least and it is felt that this species probably bred near Hollingworth Lake. A bird was heard from Ashworth Moor Res coming from Deeply Vale on the 26th September.

LONG-EARED OWL









    Asio otus
Scarce visitor and breeder

A bird was discovered in the north of the area on the 15th March with 2 being found there on the 21st. The birds remained for a number of weeks but it is highly unlikely that these birds bred. At least 2 more birds were seen to the east of the area in the last quarter of the year.

SHORT-EARED OWL







        Asio flammeus

Scarce visitor










 Amber List

2006 was the first time for many years that this species was encountered frequently around the Ashworth Moor area. 2 birds were first seen on the 18th March and were present until the 26th. There was an isolated record of a bird in the area on the 6th June but no breeding took place. 2 birds returned to Ashworth Moor Res on the 28th September until the 26th November. A bird was seen near Green Withens on the 24th August and a possible sighting came from the Piethorne Valley.

SWIFT (Common Swift)








  Apus apus
Common summer visitor, declining

This species appears to be declining with numbers and records much lower than usual. The first bird to return was 1 over Halifax Road on the 16th April – the earliest ever record locally. It was not until the 1st May that a bird was seen over Castleton, a pair over Newhey on the 2nd and 1 over Heywood on the 3rd. Birds returned to main sites on the 4th at Hollingworth Lake, Watergrove on the 12th and 16th at Piethorne. 50 was the highest count of the year over Ashworth Moor Res on the 14th August, 30 flew south over the dam wall at Watergrove on the 31st August, 20+ were over Rooden Res on the 7th July and 20 flew over Whitworth on the 20th August. There was a very late bird at Ashworth Moor Res on the 23rd September.

KINGFISHER (Common Kingfisher)






           Alcedo atthis
Resident, increasing

The species continues to increase locally. At least 7 pairs attempted to breed locally and one pair on the R. Roch got 4 young away. The high water levels in June will have caused problems for most breeding pairs as at least 4 sites were washed away. This species can be encountered along the full stretch of the R. Roch, River Spodden and at Hollingworth Lake. Elsewhere this bird is a visitor to Piethorne where there were 10 records during the year and at Pilsworth Fisheries where birds were seen in the winter months. 

GREEN WOODPECKER







            Picus viridis

Resident, increasing









 Amber List

The species is fairly well distributed locally and may be encountered in suitable habitat. A pair raised two young in Healey Dell; breeding was probable in the Rakewood area, Alkrington Woods, Doc Dam area and Ashworth Valley. Birds seen in the Naden Valley during the summer were probably from the Doc Dam area or even Healey Dell – where the adult birds generally flew off in the direction of when leaving the nest. The only other sightings away from the breeding season that were not at any of the above sites was a single at Tandle Hill on the 19th August which was unusual for that site, 1 at Higher Shore on the 11th Feb and 17th April and 1 at Fern Isle Wood on the 9th September and 7th & 13th October. There were 8 records from Piethorne during April, May, August, September and October.

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER





             Dendrocopus major

Common resident

Common in most major woodlands. The species may be slightly increasing. Breeding was confirmed at Piethorne, Healey Dell (2), Roch Valley (3), Carr Wood, Rochdale Cemetery, Ashworth Valley (2), Lords Wood, Tandle Hill (2) and at Doc Dam. It seems likely that the true number of breeding pairs locally is at least 20 and more like 30. Birds were seen at various times of the year at Watergrove and Hollingworth Lake but no breeding occurred at these sites. 

Garden Bird Survey: A single was seen in a garden.

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER




           Dendrocropus minor
Rare resident










       Red List

A male was seen near Crimble Mill on the 15th March, a female was seen next to St Vincent’s School on the 19th March, a male was seen in a garden off Bury Road on the 31st July and a single was in a garden in Heywood on the 16th October. There were rumors of this species in Grislehurst Woods but no specific dates have been given. 

SKYLARK (Sky Lark)







                   Alauda arvensis
Common summer visitor, scarce in winter







       Red List

This species is common in upland areas but is showing a slight decline – though this may be due to it being under recorded in 2006. A bird was near Rakewood on the 12th January. The first bird heard singing was on the 18th February at Crook Moor, birds returned to the Naden Valley on the 19th and the Piethorne Valley on the 27th February. 10 birds flew east over Hollingworth Lake on the 19th March, 28 birds were present on Cowpe Moss on the 29th April with 26 there on the 2nd June, 26 were singing on Crook Moor on the 7th May and 10 were singing at Warland Res on the 11th June. Breeding was confirmed at many location including the Naden Valley, Ashworth Moor Res, Watergrove, Shaw Moss, Ealees Valley, Clegg Hall Marsh, Piethorne Valley, Blackstone Edge and at Pilsworth. 14 flew south over Shaw Moss on the 16th September and small numbers were passing through the Piethorne Valley throughout October. The last record of the year was a bird flying over Akzo Pond on the 2nd November.

SAND MARTIN








       Riparia riparia
Uncommon summer visitor








 Amber List

The first bird to return was on the 28th March at Watergrove, 1 was at Hollingworth Lake on the 31st and Clegg Hall Fisheries on the 8th April. Overall is was a bad breeding year, breeding took place as usual at Queens Park where 20 nests were in use however the heavy rains towards the end of May destroyed some of the nest sites and it is unclear how many pairs were successful. Birds were excavating holes on the river Beal and 3 holes were in use at Pilsworth Sand Quarry on the 28th May but a number of nests will have been destroyed before that date by the rain. A new colony was found at Longden End where 9 holes were found in a recently collapsed bank. 16 were seen at Clover Hall on the 5th August, 8 was the maximum count at Hollingworth Lake on the 8th July and 14th August. There were only two records from the Piethorne Valley where 5 were seen on the 27th June and a single amongst Swallows and House Martins on the 28th July. The last bird of the year was at Ashworth Moor Res on the 22nd September.

SWALLOW (Barn Swallow)







      Hirundo rustica
Common summer visitor









 Amber List

The first bird to be recorded back was at Hollingworth Lake on the 31st March was an earlier arrival than the average. Other arrival dates included Clegg Hall Fisheries on the 8th April, Ashworth Moor Res on the 9th  Piethorne Valley had birds back on the 10th and Watergrove on the 12th. 6 nests were noted in the Piethorne Valley including one at the Rams Head Pub. A pair bred in the hide at Watergrove and managed to get 2 broods away with another being unsuccessful. Breeding was noted at many sites locally but was under recorded. The largest flock of the year was at Hollingworth Lake on the 9th September where 80+ were seen, other large flocks included 70+ at Piethorne on the 28th July and 50+ there on the 4th and 8th August, 34 at Ashworth Moor Res on the 14th August and 25 were at White Holme Res on the 19th August. These figures seem lower than recent previous years. The last birds to be seen were at 6 at Pilsworth Fisheries on the 2nd October, 2 at Ashworth Moor Res on the 7th October and 1 on the 12th October.

HOUSE MARTIN








  Delichon urbicum
Common summer visitor, declining







 Amber List

Most birds were late in returning. The first were 2 over Littleborough on the 17th April,  2 over Higher shore on the 18th and 4 in Newhey on the 19th, after that it wasn’t until the 29th that 1 was seen over Rooley Moor, over Hollingworth Lake on the 30th and Piethorne Valley on the 2nd May. Bred widely over the area but nest built at Kitcliffe Farm appeared to have fallen down in June. The largest flock of the year was 60 in the Piethorne Valley on the 8th September, 40 over Hollingworth Lake on the 16th September, 22 were in the Naden Valley on the 29th May, there were no other large flocks reported. The last birds of the year were 3 in Newhey on the 2nd October.

TREE PIPIT









       Anthus trivialis
Scarce passage migrant









 Amber List

A bird was singing at Watergrove from the 29th April until the 11th May, this was the only record from the spring. August held all other records; a bird was over Kitcliffe Farm on the 8th, 1 flew SW calling over Hollingworth Lake on the 14th, 1 flew over Watergrove on the 15th and 2 were over Rydings Lodge, Wardle on the 16th.

MEADOW PIPIT








    Anthus pratensis
Common resident









 Amber List

Common over a wide range of habitats from the uplands to the lowlands. In an hour period over Ashworth Moor Res c200 were seen in smaller flocks heading north-west on the 25th September. A Flock of 60 at Watergrove on the 13th October seems to be the highest record at that site, 50 were at Blackstone edge on the 8th September and 40+ were seen near Hanging Lees Res on the 4th August. 4 pairs were noted at Piethorne and at least 5 were at Ashworth Moor Res. 30+ was the maximum recorded at Hollingworth Lake. 18 were in the Naden Valley on the 9th April.

YELLOW WAGTAIL








       Motacilla flava
Scarce passage migrant









 Amber List
This species has declined dramatically locally in recent years, no longer breeds and is now only seen on passage. The first bird to be seen was a male at Pilsworth Fisheries on the 19th April and another male was at Ashworth Moor Res on the 25th April. The last 3 records were in autumn, a single was at Ashworth Moor Res on the 12th August, a female was with Pied Wagtails at Hollingworth Lake on the 4th September and the last record was at Ogden Res on the 7th September.

GREY WAGTAIL








   Motacilla cinerea
Uncommon resident









 Amber List

This species can be encountered along most of the waterways in the area as well as urban areas in the winter. Breeding was confirmed at Rakewood, R. Roch (3), Ashworth Valley, R. Spodden (2), Piethorne Valley (2), Doc Dam area, R. Beal, Rochdale Canal (2) and at Fern Isle Wood. During the winter months a bird was seen regularly near Rochdale Football Ground, 2 birds were at Ashworth Moor Res from January to March and November to December and birds were present at Watergrove outside of the breeding season.
PIED WAGTAIL








        Motacilla alba
Common resident






      British race Motacilla alba yarrelli
This species is common around the area, found from farmland to more urban areas. 19 in the Piethorne Valley on the 8th September was the largest flock recorded away from roost sites. 17 were at Watergrove on the 1st August, and flocks of 14 were seen at Hollingworth Lake on the 18th September, Clegg Hall on the 19th August and Marland on the 6th March. A juvenile was seen in the Piethorne Valley on the 30th May and it is thought at least 3 pairs bred at this site.

Roosts: 120 were at Tesco at Sudden on the 1st March, 96 were noted on the 27th December. 

WHITE WAGTAIL 








Motacilla alba alba

Uncommon passage migrant, mainly spring

All records as follows; 

Ashworth Moor Res: Singles on the 20th, 24th, 27th and 29th March, 2 were seen on the 3rd & 4th April.

Higher Boarshaw: Single on the 27th March.

Piethorne: Single on the 14th March.

Watergrove: 2 present on the 3rd April.

WAXWING (Bohemian Waxwing)





         Bombycilla garrulous
Scarce but frequent in irruption years

2006 did not repeat the astonishing flocks we had in 2005, where 293 were on Edenfield Road! 4 were seen on the 31st March in poplars by Daniel St Industrial Estate, Whitworth. These birds were present until the 2nd April at least. 3 at Buckley Woods on the 8th and 9th of April may have been part of the Whitworth flock.

DIPPER









       Cinclus cinclus
Uncommon, increasing

This species appears to be increasing locally. 2006 recorded 14 breeding pairs with the true figure probably easily into the 20’s. The R. Roch held at least 4 pairs, 2 were on the R. Spodden and elsewhere singles were noted at Hopwood, Carr Wood, Heybrook, Ashworth Valley, Piethorne, Buckley, Doc Dam area and Rakewood. Most pairs were noted as getting young away before the high water levels began towards the end of May; this certainly destroyed a handful of nests. Outside the breeding season a single bird was seen at Spring Mill Res during October. Grislehurst Woods area and the R. Roch between Queens Park and the sewage works probably offer the best chances of seeing this species easily. 

WREN (Winter Wren)







       Troglodytes troglodytes
Common resident

A common bird that can be encountered almost anywhere in the area. 18 were at Watergrove on the 15th April and 6th May which is a record number for that site. 6 were in Healey Dell on the 1st January, 6 more were at Newbold on the 21st February. Small numbers are also encountered on the tops of the moors, singles were seen at White Holme Res during the year, Ashworth Moor Res had at least 2 pairs, 3 were at Warland Res on the 21st January and 4+ were in Bracken on Bleakedgate Moor on the 8th August. An adult bird was seen feeding a juvenile in a party of 6+ birds at the back of Ogden Plantation the 1st August.

Garden Bird Survey: this species was only recorded in 7% of the garden surveyed with 1 being the highest count.

DUNNOCK (Hedge Accentor)







Prunella modularis
Common resident









 Amber List

This species remains common throughout the area. There were no unusual records, 5 were present at Watergrove on the 18th April and 4 were singing at Piethorne on the 27th February. 4 were at Hollingworth Lake on the 2nd April, 4 at Queens Park 22nd April, 4 in the Naden Valley 29th May and 4 at Rainshore on the 11th June. A bird with insects in its mouth was seen in Piethorne on the 16th May, and a begging juvenile was also seen there on 23rd June. 

Garden Bird Survey: this species was found in 70% of the gardens surveyed with only 1 being the highest count.
ROBIN (European Robin)







Erithacus rubecula
Common resident

The status of this familiar bird is unchanged locally, being common in a wide range of habitat across the area. 17 were singing in the Piethorne Valley on the 7th September and 10 were singing at Watergrove on the 5th June. 9 were recorded at Newbold on the 21st February. There was an interesting record of 4 birds at Warland Res on the 21st January, a species not usually encountered at that site. Juveniles were not seen in the Piethorne valley until the 21st July. 

Garden Bird Survey: this species was recorded in 77% of the gardens surveyed with 2 being the highest number in one garden.
BLACK REDSTART







        Phoenicurus ochrurus

Becoming an annual visitor to uplands areas






 Amber List

Two records of this species this year, the first a female at Rainshore Lodge on the 21st of April, the second an immature bird near Hanging Lees Reservoir on the 4th of August. The latter records suggests breeding nearby, there are plenty of potential nest sites in that area. The first record is also encouraging, birds having been seen around the Naden Valley area for a number of years and areas such as Ding Quarry would make suitable nesting grounds.

REDSTART (Common Redstart) 





Phoenicurus phoenincurus 

Scarce summer visitor









 Amber List

A series of late summer sightings of Redstarts in the Piethorne Valley were intriguing. Two juveniles were found foraging above Kitcliffe Farm on 23rd July.  Further visits on the following few days failed to find them again, although they were seen behaving in a similar manner in exactly the same location on 1st August.  By 4th August they appeared to have moved and were foraging near the side of Ogden Reservoir. 1 was seen the following day and the final sighting was of a single bird seen in the Kitcliffe Pond/Piethorne Plantation area on 7th August.  With hindsight, it is possible that a male was heard singing from Knowsley Plantation on a date sometime in early to mid-June. A single bird was seen near Lower Bradley, Newhey on the 13th August, a single was at Clegg Hall Marsh on the 10th August with a fem/imm bird present there on the 20th. 

WHINCHAT









     Saxicola rubetra
Uncommon migrant, no longer breeds

A female was present at Brownhouse Wham on the 16th April and 2 were seen at Doldrums on the 30th April. These were the only spring sightings. A juvenile was at Clegg Hall March on the 27th July with a male present on the 16th August. 2 were at Cold Greave Clough, Piethorne, on the 4th August with another present on the 7th, another single bird was seen at the same site on the 20th and 24th August. A male was present at White Holme Res on the 24th August. 2 were present at Chelburn Res on the 9th September. 

STONECHAT









 Saxicola torquatus
Uncommon resident, increasing








 Amber List

Breeding continues to increase and is becoming more widespread, Naden Valley (3), Ashworth Moor Res, Piethorne Valley (3), Shore Moor, Rakewood, Chelburn Res, Brown House Wham Res, Syke and Spring Mill Res. Pairs were seen during the breeding season at Pilsworth and at Rooley Moor, a pair had a nest at Green Lane in Heywood but this site was destroyed for development. A pair may still have been nesting in the Piethorne Valley as late as 24th October! 8 was the highest count of the year at Cold Greave Clough in the Piethorne Valley on the 7th August.

WHEATEAR (Northern Wheatear)






Oenanthe oenanthe

Common summer visitor

With the strong winds towards the end of March it was no wonder that birds were late to return. First sighting was on the 26th in the Naden Valley, 2 were at Ashworth Moor Res on the 29th and 2 were at Rakewood on the 31st. Birds returned to Watergrove on the 8th April and Piethorne Valley on the 31st March. The largest flock of the year was 11 at Hanging Lees Res on the 2nd May, 10 were in the Naden Valley on the 19th April and 7 were at Watergrove on the 8th April. 4 passed though Birch on the 16th April and 5 were at Ashworth Moor Res on the 16th. 3 nest sites were known in the Naden Valley, 2 were at Ashworth Moor Res, 1 at Rakewood, 2 in the Piethorne Valley and 2 at Watergrove. Birds were present during the summer months in a number of locations including Crook Moor and Blackstone Edge. The last bird to be seen was at Light Hazzles on the 13th October.

RING OUZEL 








   Turdus torquatus

Scare passage migrant, no longer breeds







       Red List

A pair was seen on the 15th & 16th April at Higher Shore, a male flew over Dobbin Hill on the 17th and a male was seen at Lady Lees on the 1st May. 

All autumn records as follows;

Hollingworth Lake: 1 was near Akzo Pond on the 21st October.

Naden Valley: 2 were present on the 15th October with 3 on the 19th and 2 on the 20th. 

Spring Mill Res: 1 on the 14th and 17th, 3 then on the 19th & 20th October.

Watergrove: Singles on the 21st and 27th October.

BLACKBIRD









       Turdus merula
Common resident

There was no notable increase or decrease in this species. Blackbird can be found in suitable habitat across the area. Notable counts included 11 at Hollingworth Lake 30th October, 12 at Healey Dell 18th December, 10 at Newbold on the 21st February and 9 at Smallbridge on the 20th February. A young bird was seen in the Piethorne Valley on the 23rd May. 

Garden Bird Survey: the second commonest species in people’s gardens with it being present in 85% of the gardens surveyed and the highest number was 7 at one time. 

FIELDFARE









         Turdus pilaris
Common winter visitor









 Amber List

First winter period: the first winter period was poor for this species and many local bird watchers commented on this. 40+ was the highest record of this period at Piethorne on the 20th January, 180 flying north was the maximum at Hollingworth Lake on the 31st March. 120 were at Higher Barn Farm on the 6th April, 30 were at Watergrove on the 18th March and 45 were at Higher Shore on the 11th February. 25 were at Hopwood Woods on the 12th April and the last record of this period was a single bird at Lady Lees on the 14th. 

Second winter period: the first birds to return were late, 75 at Watergrove on the 25th October, 30 in the Piethorne Valley on the 26th October and 20+ at Hollingworth Lake on the 29th October.  300 moved west over Watergrove on the 27th October and 120 were at Hollingworth Lake on the 30th. There was a very noticeable movement on the 3rd November where 500 (flocks of 40, 160 and 300) moved north over Newhey, 170+ and 400+ were seen in the Piethorne Valley moving west and 300+ were seen moving over Light Hazzles – all at different times making the true number of birds seen around 1370. At least 300 were seen in the Ealees Valley on the 4th November and 150 were at Watergrove on the 5th, 250+ were at Shaw Moss on the 21st,  90+ were at Spring Mill Res on the 25th and 100 were on Rooley Moor the same day. 150+ were in the Higher Barn Farm area on the 17th December and 400+ moved over Ashworth Moor Res on the 18th. 60 were recorded in the Naden Valley on the 23rd.

SONG THRUSH








 Turdus philomelos
Common resident









       Red List

Common and widespread throughout the area but never in any number. This species appeared to increase in Healey Dell and the Piethorne Valley. A flock of 5 birds on Rochdale Golf Course on the 12th October was the highest count of the year.

Garden Bird Survey: recorded in 18% of all the gardens but only one was ever seen.

REDWING









        Turdus iliacus
Common winter visitor








              
Amber List
First winter period: this bird was very uncommon in the first period with no records at all from Piethorne! 180 over Shaw Moss on the 31st March appears to be the largest flock, 70 were also there on the 29th January. The last bird to be seen was on the 8th April at Hollingworth Lake.
Second winter period: the first bird to return was on the 5th October (the average date for the last 16 years). Numbers were better than the first quarter but still seemed low. 83 were at Watergrove on the 17th October with 200+ over there on the 27th. 250 was the highest count of the year at Hollingworth Lake on the 21st November. 170 were in the Piethorne Valley on the 27th October and 120 there on the 3rd November.

MISTLE THRUSH








   Turdus viscivorus

Common resident









 Amber List

Recorded throughout the area in good numbers this year. 38 at Watergrove on the 6th October was a new site record with 25+ being present on the 23rd September and 5th October. 30 were on Rochdale Cricket Ground on the 30th January and 24 were at Clegg Hall Fisheries on the 20th August with 22 on Rochdale Rugby Ground on the same date. 21 were seen at Bib Knowl on the 16th September and 16 was the highest count of the year in the Piethorne Valley on the 16th September. Known to have bred at Hollingworth Lake and in Healey Dell

Garden Bird Survey: recorded in 7% of the gardens surveyed with 2 being the highest count at one time.

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER







   Locustella naevia
Uncommon summer visitor








       Red List

Birds were noted very late on in the year and it is doubtful breeding took place. A reeling male was first noted on the 7th July at Ashworth Moor Res and another reeling male was at Hollingworth Lake the next day and on the 25th July. A bird was also heard at Clegg Hall Marsh on the 27th July and possible two were reeling on the 28th. At Ashworth Moor Res numbers built up over July until the highest count was 3 reeling males and another skulking bird not singing presumed to be a female on the 29th July.

The only other record away from these two sites was a bird in bracken at Piethorne Clough on the 24th August, which was the first record for that site. 

SEDGE WARBLER






         Acrocephalus schoenobaenus

Scarce summer visitor

The first bird to be seen was at Watergrove on the 22nd April and was only present for the day. Birds were seen at Shaw Moss from the 7th-29th May with 2 birds singing on the 20th May and one was singing throughout May at Clegg Hall and it is felt that this species may have bred here. A pair raised young at Green Lane in Heywood; this is the only confirmed breeding record for 2006. It should be noted that the latter site is due for development. The only other sightings were a bird at the back of Birch Industrial Estate on the 11th June, and 2 at Clegg Hall Marsh on the 28th July which were thought to be on passage.

REED WARBLER







    Acrocephalus scirpaceus
Rare summer visitor

The only record was of a pair seen at Green Lane, Heywood. A bird was singing at the start of the breeding season and was still present after it stopped singing. Breeding may have been attempted but nothing conclusive was found. If this species had bred it would have been the first ever record.

BLACKCAP









    Sylvia atricapilla
Common summer visitor and increasing winter sightings

Early winter records: the only record was of a female visiting a garden which backs onto the Roch Valley on many occasions throughout the first quarter. 

The earliest spring arrival was at Healey Dell on the 16th April. Birds were found in suitable habitat across the area. At least 4 territories were held at Hollingworth Lake, 4 at Pilsworth Fisheries, 6 at Healey Dell, 2 at Doc Dam, 3 at Piethorne, 2 Carr Wood, 4 Roch Valley and 2 in Ealees Valley as well as single individuals and sightings at many other locations. 

The last bird to be noted was at Hollingworth Lake on the 10th November and was probably going to over winter. 

Garden Bird Survey: one bird was recorded in one garden.

GARDEN WARBLER








            Sylvia borin
Uncommon summer visitor

The majority of sightings came from Lane Bottom Cemetery in the Piethorne valley. The first bird to arrive back there was on the 10th May with 3 birds being seen on the 20th and 2 birds singing on the 28th May. Birds were last noted at this site on the 25th June and it seems likely that this species bred here. This site is easily the most reliable place to see this species locally. Elsewhere there were 3 sightings at Hollingworth Lake with a bird singing on the 11th May and 2 autumn sightings of individuals on the 5th August and 7th September. A bird was heard briefly at Watergrove on the 4th May and another was at Rainshore Lodge on the 7th June. It seems likely that this species may be overlooked locally. 

LESSER WHITETHROAT







        Sylvia curruca
Scarce summer visitor

An unseen singing male was present for around 10 minutes in mature trees at the back of Piethorne House West on the 16th May. One was singing in the nature reserve area of Hollingworth Lake on the 23rd May and was probably the same individual that was present in the Ealees valley on the 29th May and near the visitor centre on the 8th June. 

Autumn passage was noted at Hollingworth Lake with single on the 17th July and the 7th September and at Piethorne with one on the 8th September. 

WHITETHROAT (Common Whitethroat)





    Sylvia communis
Summer visitor, increasing

Becoming much more widespread than it use to be, Whitethroat can be encountered in most suitable habitat locally. The first bird to return was on the 29th April at Rainshore Lodge and 1 at Hollingworth Lake (unusual here) on the 1st May which stayed until the 17th at least. The fields around Pilsworth and Higher Barn Farm remain the best area to see this species, with at least 6 singing males in a small area near Higher Barn Farm on the 20th May. Rainshore had 4 singing males on the 11th June and young was also seen in this area in July. Elsewhere Piethorne had a number of records of 2 birds from the 5th – 16th May but then no further records until early July. In May birds were singing at Trub, Buckley, Queens Park (3), Stakehill (6), Newhey, and Watergrove on the 20th. 

Autumn passage was noted at Hollingworth Lake with 1 on the 20th, 22nd & 25th August, 4 juveniles moved through the top of the Piethorne valley on the 4th August with another single bird present on the 8th September. A single bird was at Watergrove on the 22nd August. 

CHIFFCHAFF (Common Chiffchaff)





         Phylloscopus collybita
Uncommon summer visitor, increasing

Not as common as people think locally. The first bird to be noted was a singing bird in Middleton on the 2nd March which presumably would have over wintered. The first spring arrivals were noted on the 31st March at Hollingworth Lake, 9th April at Buckley and 10th April at Piethorne. At least 4 birds held territory in Hopwood Woods where a pair raised 4 young. 4 were in Healey Dell on the 16th April, and 3 were at Alkrington Woods on the 20th April. Birds were also noted at Stakehill, Higher Shore, Rochdale Golf Course and in the Roch Valley during the breeding season. 

Autumn passage consisted of up to 3 birds at Hollingworth Lake between the 4th September and 7th October, at Piethorne there were 2 on the 8th September, 3 on the 17th and 2 (including one singing) on the 26th September. 1 was singing at Fern Isle Wood on the 10th September and 1 was singing at Greenbooth on the 26th September. The last record of the year was a bird at Hollingworth Lake on the 7th October. 

SIBERIAN CHIFFCHAFF


    (0, 0, 1)

            Phylloscopus collybita tristis Very rare visitor
A bird of this race was seen at Watergrove on the 9th November and was heard calling as well as being seen. This is the first time any of the more unusual races of Chiffchaff have been noted locally. Despite a good search over the coming days the bird was never relocated.

WILLOW WARBLER






        Phylloscopus trochilus

Common summer visitor, increasing







 Amber List

The earliest arrival was on the 2nd April at Hollingworth Lake, at other main sites 2 were heard at Watergrove on the 12th and 3 at Piethorne on the 16th. Watergrove had the best year on record with 22 birds heard singing on the 20th April. The Naden Valley had 7 singing birds on the 29th May and Piethorne had 11 singing birds on both the 2nd and 23rd May and at least 7 pairs got young away from this site. It was also noted as being successful at Hollingworth Lake. The first young bird was noted on the 27th June at Piethorne. The last bird to be noted was at Hollingworth Lake on the 10th September.

GOLDCREST









     Regulus regulus
Common resident

Relatively common throughout the area with birds being seen in suitable habitat. Rochdale Cemetery is a good place to encounter this species as is Rough Bank Plantation. Up to 5 birds were seen at Watergrove during the first quarter. A single bird was in a few small trees in the south-west corner of Ashworth Moor Res on the 17th & 18th September. 

Breeding: confirmed at Piethorne where it is more likely that 2 pairs raised young. A pair reared young in Rochdale Cemetery and at least 3 pairs raised young in Tandle Hill.

Autumn passage: the largest flock was 10 at Rochdale Cemetery on the 10th October, 4 birds were at Hollingworth Lake on the 20th October and 19th November and 4 were at Spring Mill Res on the 14th October. On the 6th October Rough Bank Plantation was ‘alive’ with this species, an accurate count was not obtainable, but the observer felt the number was easily into double figures.

Garden Bird Survey: an individual was seen in one garden. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER






                Muscicapa striata
Uncommon summer visitor, perhaps only passage migrant





       Red List

A pair were reported around the Ealees are during June but were difficult to connect with and they certainly didn’t stay long. 

Passage was confined to autumn where a bird was in Rochdale Cemetery on the 1st August, 1 was at Watergrove on the 11th and 1 at Birch Industrial Estate on the 15th August. Hollingworth Lake had 3 birds, 2 at Big Hedge and 1 in Ealees Valley on the 7th September, part of a fall of migrants at that site on that day.

PIED FLYCATCHER







            Ficedula hypoleuca
Rare summer visitor

A photograph was received of a female seen in the south of the borough during May but was not seen since the photo was taken. The person who photographed the bird was photographing trees when the female kept on appearing near them, they took a photograph as they did not know what it was and sent me the photograph to identify it. The area it was seen is perfect for this species to breed. It is the first time in 10 years this species has been seen in the area. 

LONG-TAILED TIT







           Aegithalos caudatus
Common resident

Common and widespread over much of the area, breeding was confirmed at many sites including the Roch Valley, Healey Dell, Hollingworth Lake, Queens Park, Ashworth Valley, Piethorne Valley and at Watergrove. The largest flock recorded this year was 31 at Watergrove on the 17th October, 25 were at Hollingworth Lake on the 8th December, 20 were in Rochdale Cemetery on the 11th October, 22 were at Rhodes Lodges on the 30th November and 17 in the Piethorne Valley on the 31st December

BLUE TIT








             Cyanistes caeruleus
Common resident

16 were noted on New Years Day in Healey Dell with 18 there on the 2nd December, 12 were at Doc Dam on the 15th December. The status of this bird seems unchanged, common and found throughout a wide range of habitats locally. 
Garden Bird Survey: the commonest species seen in 95% of all the gardens surveyed with 4 being the highest number at one time.

GREAT TIT









           Parus Major
Common resident

Common and widespread over all of the area. 20 were at Tandle Hill on the 26th December and 20 were at Doc Dam on the 20th December. 12 were in Healey Dell on the 1st January, 9 were in the Naden Valley on the 23rd April and 8 were at Newbold on the 21st February.

Garden Bird Survey: recorded in 56% of the gardens surveyed with 2 being the highest count in one garden.

COAL TIT









         Periparus ater
Common resident, increasing

At least 10 pairs are known to have bred locally with at least 6 of them using underground nests. Bred at Healey Dell (2), Carr Wood (2), Ashworth Valley, Piethorne, Doc Dam, Ealees Valley, Naden Valley and rather remarkably Ding Quarry where at least 3 young birds were raised! The largest flocks of the year were 5+ in Rough Bank Plantation on the 16th August and 4+ on the 22nd.

Garden Bird Survey: found in 28% of all the gardens surveyed with only 1 being seen at anytime.

WILLOW TIT









  Poecile montanus
Scarce but increasing visitor








       Red List

A long staying bird was present from the 20th November until the 23rd December at Higher Boarshaw. It is probably the same bird seen in a Castleton garden on a few dates around the 20th November. This follows on from 2 sightings at the end of 2005 in Rochdale Cemetery and Piethorne – perhaps this is a future resident?

NUTCHATCH (Eurasian Nuthatch)






        Sitta europaea
Uncommon resident, increasing

This species continues to increase locally. A bird seen in the Ealees Valley on the 2nd April was the first record for that area as this species continues to move eastwards locally. Small numbers are seen in gardens throughout the year. Breeding was confirmed at Healey Dell (3), Ashworth Valley (2), Alkrington Woods (2), Roch Valley (3), Carr Wood, Grislehurst Woods, Doc Dam and Hopwood Woods (2).

TREECREEPER








   Certhia familiaris
Uncommon resident, increasing

Rather common in most local woodlands, this species also appears to be slightly increasing. Bred at Healey Dell (3), Doc Dam, Ashworth Valley (2), Carr Wood, Alkrington Woods, Hopwood Woods (2), Roch Valley (3) and for the first time ever in the Piethorne Valley.  1 was in Pavilion Wood next to Hollingworth Lake on the 28th October and 7th November and is the first record of this species since November 2003.

JAY (Eurasian Jay)







           Garrulus glandarius
Uncommon resident

Recorded throughout the year at a number of sites in small numbers. At the start of the year at least 10 were seen in Rochdale Cemetery which has become a good place to see this species in winter. Up to 4 were recorded throughout the year at Hollingworth Lake and up to 4 were seen in the Piethorne Valley. Breeding was noted in the Ealees Valley, Healey Dell (2), Ashworth Valley (2) and Doc Dam – breeding would have been much more widespread than records suggest.

MAGPIE










    Pica pica
Common resident

The largest flock of the year was at Hollingworth Lake where 43 were recorded in the fields at Akzo Pond on the 23rd January. 17 were also present on the same day at Kitcliffe Farm in the Piethorne Valley and 21 were at Smallbridge on the 20th February. At least 2 pairs bred in the Piethorne Valley where 2 begging juveniles were seen in Rough Bank Plantation of the 4th and 8th August. This species was under recorded in 2006.

A bird was seen to try and take a live mole near Lane Bottom Cemetery on the 10th July. 

Garden Bird Survey: recorded in 60% of all the gardens surveyed with 4 being the highest count in one garden.

JACKDAW (Eurasian Jackdaw)






   Corvus monedula
Common resident

58 coming into roost was the highest count of the year in the Piethorne Valley on the 17th September with 30+ leaving at dawn there on the 14th October. 49 were at Clegg Hall Pools on the 10th October with lower numbers present there until the end of the month and 47 were at Littleborough Station on the 16th November. 15 were at Spring Mill Res on the 7th October. This species is continues to increase locally. It seems unusual that this species was not recorded during the Garden Bird Survey.

Breeding: at least 10 pairs bred at Norden Church with smaller numbers around in that area, bred in the centre of Littleborough and at Rakewood.

ROOK










   Corvus frugilegus
Uncommon resident

Monitoring of Rookeries was not maintained in 2006. 6 nests were in use at Kiln Lane on the 11th March and 9 were in use at Healey Dell. Rookeries are present at Birch, Higher Shore, Norden, Pilsworth and Wolstenholme. Away from the breeding season 100+ were in fields around Hopwood Woods on the 24th August, 31 was a new site record at Watergrove on the 31st December with 24 there on the 27th, and 25 were at Slattocks on the 18th December. No records were received from the Piethorne Valley and this bird remains rare at Hollingworth Lake were 4 moving south-east on the 19th October was the highest record of the year there. There were at least 2 birds present near Cutgate shopping precinct during the winter periods. 

CARRION CROW








        Corvus corone
Common resident

200+ corvids in the Piethorne Valley consisted mainly of Carrion Crow. 70+ were at the same site on the 30th January. Ashworth Moor Res held an impressive 42 birds on the 13th September, 31 were at Shore Moor on the 2nd June and 22 were at Watergrove on the 2nd May. Breeding was common over much of the recording area.

RAVEN (Common Raven)







          Corvus corax

Local, increasing

Numbers and records of this species are certainly increasing. A bird seen at Hollingworth Lake on the 4th November was only the second record for that site. There were sightings in the first winter period from the Naden Valley where 2 were seen on the 29th January and 1 sighting in the Piethorne Valley where 1 and possibly as many as 4 were seen moving south over Rough Bank Plantation. 5 moved over Watergrove on the 20th February heading north-west.

A pair was known to have bred over the area boundary raising at least 3 young and breeding was suspected at least at one other site.

The majority of sightings came from the Blackstone Edge area where up to 4 birds were seen regularly after the breeding season until the end of the year. One was over Ashworth Moor Res on the 13th August. At least 5 were seen over the Piethorne Valley on the 20th October with this species logged on 16 dates from 17th September to the 25th December at this site. One was over Newhey on the 1st October.

STARLING









     Sturnus vulgaris
Abundant resident









       Red List

There were no large flocks recorded this year. 150+ were foraging near Rooden Res on the 27th February, 300+ were seen at Rochdale Football Ground at either ends of the year and 300 were at Shaw Moss on the 28th February. 250+ were seen near junction 21 on the 31st January. There was notable movement over the Blackstone Edge area over early November with 300 & 31 over on the 2nd, 170+ over on the 3rd, 40 & 31 over on the 9th, 52 heading west on the 16th and 30 & 70 heading west on the 19th. 300+ were heading east on the 1st December and 100 were on Rooley Moor on the 29th December. Other post breeding flocks included 200+ at Spring Mill Res throughout October, 200+ on the 27th June at Hanging Lees Res consisted almost entirely of juveniles. 

Breeding: took place in many urban areas where birds nest in easily accessible roofs. At least 40 pairs were noted breeding and 1 pair got 6 young away.

Garden Bird Survey: recorded at 70% of all the gardens that were surveyed with the highest count being 40 in one garden.

HOUSE SPARROW








  Passer domesticus
Common resident, declining








       Red List

This species appears to be declining locally and the fact that it seems that this species was under recorded in 2006 does not help to assess the full situation. Most people noted a decline; Hollingworth Lake reported a decline and not one was in the Piethorne Valley in 2006! Records of birds visiting gardens were much fewer than usual. In some cases it was noted that this species was increasing; 40+ birds in Bamford was an increase as was the number at Rochdale Golf Course.

55 were recorded at Newbold on the 21st February and 50+ were at Higher Boarshaw on the 18th December with c40 there on the 3rd December. 15 were by the farm at Clegg Hall Marsh on the 20th august and 10 were at Great Howarth on the 21st August.

Garden Bird Survey: only recorded in 28% of the gardens surveyed and was the 14th commonest species, 10 were present at one time during the survey.

TREE SPARROW








    Passer montanus
Localised resident, possibly declining







       Red List

Only one record came from within the strict Rochdale borough boundary and the only record away from the Higher Barn Farm complex; a single was in a garden near Hollingworth Lake on the 14th January, it was also present in December 2005. 5 were at Pilsworth Tip on the 28th February. At least 3 pairs bred around the Higher Barn Farm area and up to 20 were seen together on the 18th August. Records from this area however were few so it is difficult to assess the full situation.

CHAFFINCH









    Fringilla coelebs
Common resident

100+ in Tandle Hill on the 26th December was the highest count of the year, 40 were roosting at Watergrove on the 21st January, 17 were together in the Piethorne Valley on the 3rd March and 9 were at Fern Isle Wood on the 10th September. Breeding was recorded at many sites across the area. It would seem that this species is under recorded.

Garden Bird Survey: recorded in 53% of all gardens with 3 being the highest count at one time.

BRAMBLING








      Fringilla montifringilla

Scarce winter visitor, declining? 

There were no early winter records, the first sighting was a bird at Tandle Hill on the 19th March, a male in a garden in Newhey on 2nd April and then two sightings from Watergrove; 3 (2 male and a female) were present on the 17th April and 1 female on the 21st. A single female was at Spring Mill, Piethorne, on the 20th April. 

All autumn records as follows;

Fern Isle Wood: 1 was present on the 25th October.

Piethorne: Single female on the 14th November.

Tandle Hill: A male on the 26th December with another male in Royton Cemetery on the 27th.

Watergrove: 1 (heard) on the 24th October, two sightings of 5 & 8 on the 27th, 1 on the 2nd November, and two sightings of 7 & 4 on the 4th November.

GREENFINCH








    Carduelis chloris
Common resident 

The only large flocks that seem to have been recorded were 17 at Hollingworth Lake on the 23rd February and 15+ in the Piethorne Valley on the 17th March and 30th November. Certainly under recorded for 2006.

Garden Bird Survey: recorded in 50% of all gardens with 15 being seen at one time in a garden.

GOLDFINCH (European Goldfinch)






Carduelis carduelis
Common resident, increasing

A flock of at least 300 birds near Hanging Lees Res in the Piethorne Valley on the 28th September was easily a new local record. 130+ were seen in the same place on the 17th September, 100 were at Ashworth Moor Res on the 1st October with another flock of 100 at Hopwood Woods on the 26th August and another 100 at Watergrove on the 17th October. 70 were seen near Birch on the 15th August, 50 were at Rydings Lodge on the 16th August, 24 was the highest count of the year at Hollingworth Lake on the 12th October and 14 were in the Naden Valley on the 15th July. Birds were heard in song from the Piethorne from the 14th March with the first juvenile seen on the 19th June. There were a number of breeding records from more urban areas but the outcomes of all were unknown.

Garden Bird Survey: recorded in 35 % of gardens surveyed with 6 being the highest number seen at one time.

SISKIN









     Carduelis spinus
Winter visitor, very rare breeder, numbers fluctuate

First winter period: Birds were present in good numbers and over a wide area. Good numbers were present at Hollingworth Lake with up to 25 birds being recorded in January and February. There were frequent sightings from the Piethorne Valley where 8 was the highest count on the 14th February. 80 was the highest count of the year at the River Beal in Newhey on the 13th January, 30 were on Rochdale Golf Course on the 4th January, 20 were at Green Gate on the 31st January, 19 at Healey Dell on the 1st January and 18 were in the Naden Valley on the 15th. 10 was the highest count at Watergrove on the 1st January. 10 was the maximum seen in a garden in Newhey until April and birds were noted in many gardens around the area. 2 males were singing in the Piethorne Valley on the 6th March and 7th April. 

Breeding: a pair nested in the Naden Valley but no young were found – this is the first local record of breeding. A female was found dead on the 5th June after it had flown into a window, an examination of the bird revealed no brood patch but it is an encouraging thought for breeding especially bei8ng found in the Piethorne Valley.
Second winter period: was disappointing with very few records and no flocks reaching double figures. There were 2 records from Hollingworth Lake with 1 over on the 22nd September and 4 over on the 12th October. Small numbers flew over the Piethorne Valley from the 21st September until the 14th November with 8 over on the 24th October and 9 over on the 2nd November. 6 were at Watergrove on the 23rd November.

Garden Bird Survey: amazingly recorded in 56% of all the gardens surveyed – much higher than anticipated and underlines how many were around in the first winter period, 3 was the highest count at one time.

LINNET








           Carduelis cannabina

Uncommon summer visitor and scarce winter visitor





       Red List

This species appears to be declining with numbers greatly down on previous years. There was an amazing 150 birds at Chadwick Lane on the 4th January. 17 were at Pilsworth Tip on the 2nd January and 5 at Higher Barn Farm on the 21st January – the only winter records. The first summer birds to return was a flock of 12 at Greenbooth on the 4th March, 1 at Rakewood on the 26th March, 1 at Watergrove 1st April and 3 birds in the Piethorne Valley on the 4th April. 10 were at Roach Bank Farm on the 10th April and 8 were at Birch on the same day. Breeding took place at Ashworth Moor Res, Naden Valley, Hollingworth Lake area, Chelburn Res, Spring Mill Res, Piethorne Valley and Pilsworth. 22 was the highest count of the year on the 19th August at Watergrove. 18 were at Ashworth Moor Res on the 23rd September and 15 were at Ogden Res on the 14th August. The last bird of the year was at Spring Mill Res on the 14th October. A bird visited a garden in March in Littleborough.

TWITE








           Carduelis flavirostris

Local resident, declined dramatically







       Red List

A lot of research is being conducted on these birds at Light Hazzles and there is more information on this by the Twite ringing team on page 49.

Numbers seemed lower than usual with only one three-figure flocks recorded at Light Hazzles, 110 on the 6th February. 80 were seen on the 2nd January with 76 on the 29th and 70 and 18th February. It was noted that 2006 was a poor breeding year. Post breeding season saw flocks of 43 on the 28th August, 50 on the 4th September, 40 on the 2nd November and 45 on the 7th November,
The were a handful of records away from the Light Hazzles area, the Piethorne Valley had 3 records; 20-30 birds flying over on the 16th September, 1 on the 9th October and 2 on the 15th October. 2 birds were present at Chelburn Res throughout the year and a single was at Spring Mill Res on the 30th September.

LESSER REDPOLL








   Carduelis cabaret
Uncommon resident, scarce breeder







 Amber List

First winter period: the majority of records came from Rochdale Golf Course and Watergrove. 20 were on the Golf Course on the 4th January with another 20 at Watergrove on the 16th March. Single numbers were seen at Hollingworth Lake and 10+ were in the Piethorne Valley on the 20th January.

Breeding: confirmed at Watergrove and Rochdale Golf Course, was suspected in the Piethorne Valley and in the Naden Valley.

Second winter period: 40 was the highest count of the year at Watergrove on the 23rd November with up to 31 still being present until the end of the year. There were a handful of records from Rochdale Golf Course with the highest being 4 on the 6th December. Sightings were most frequent in October and November at Hollingworth Lake where 4 over on the 16th November was the highest count of the year there.

CROSSBILL









   Loxia curvirostra
Irregular visitor but increasing

At the start of the year 4 birds were present briefly on Rochdale Golf Course which is now becoming one of the most regular sites in the area for this species. The site contains large amounts of Scots Pine and Larch which this species prefers. 3 briefly in a single Scots Pine in Denehurst Park on the 2nd of August flew off towards the golf course and a single flew over Watergrove calling on the 24th October. There were rumours of birds being present in Knowsley Plantation during August. 

BULLFINCH









  Pyrrhula pyrrhula
Resident, increasing









       Red List

The area in between Rochdale Golf Course which has a lot of rowan trees held the largest flock again, 26 on the 26th October, with smaller numbers present until mid November. 9 were at Watergrove on the 12th October and another 9 were present at Piethorne on the 4th & 28th December. Hollingworth Lake recorded a poor year for this species with only three records including 4 on the 19th November. 5 were at Higher Boarshaw on the 25th November. This species appears to be increasing locally and is becoming more widespread. Sightings from Healey Dell are regular and breeding took place there, as it did at Watergrove where 4 juveniles were seen on the 22nd August. 2 territories were held at Piethorne where a juvenile was seen on the 23rd and 28th July. Sightings from gardens are becoming even more frequent.

Garden Bird Survey: recorded in 11% of the gardens surveyed with the highest count being 2.

HAWFINCH




   (0, 2, 1)
                     Coccothraustes coccothraustes
Rare visitor
A bird was seen on a number of occasions in a garden in Heywood which backs onto the Roch Valley during January and February, including the day of the Garden Birdwatch Survey. It was then brought to the attention of the author in early February and the bird was seen in the garden on the 10th, after many other searches by various people it wasn’t seen again until the 23rd of February at SD841114. Due to the nature of this bird, it may have been in the area longer but would require a patient and determined birdwatcher to find it.

SNOW BUNTING







         Plectrophenax nivalis
Scarce winter visitor

Two were present on Byron Edge on the 5th January and seems to be the only record of this species in 2006.

LAPLAND BUNTING

                              (27, 0, 1)


          Calcarius lapponicus
Very rare visitor

A bird was reported on the south shore of Warland Reservoir on the 18th February, this is only the 3rd local record of this species and the first since 1976.  Given the fact that the area it was seen is not easy to cover and that the species requires you to almost stand on it before it flies could mean the bird was present longer but could easily go un-noticed.  

YELLOWHAMMER








Emberiza citronella

Rare visitor, widespread breeder in past







       Red List

A single bird was at Ashworth Moor Res on the 15th April, the only sighting of the year and the first locally since 2003. This species has suffered a major decline locally in the last 20 years where it was once a fairly common bird in the lowlands. 

REED BUNTING







      Emberiza schoeniculus
Common resident

A flock of at least 25 birds was present in a small area at Higher Naden Res on the 13th March and was the highest count of the year. Elsewhere small numbers were encountered in many parts of the area. 3 were in Healey Dell on the 4th January and 2 wintered on Rochdale Golf Course (a new species there) until March. Birds were noted as holding territories at Hollingworth Lake, Ealees Valley, Shaw Moss, Rakewood, Birch, Ashworth Moor Res (2), Naden Valley (3), Watergrove, Piethorne (2), Chelburn Res and Rooley Moor, although the breeding status of this species will have been well under recorded. 

12 were at Ashworth Moor Res on the 16th September, 11 were in the Naden Valley on the 29th May, 8 were in the Piethorne Valley on the 6th March, 7 (all juveniles) were seen at Watergrove on the 23rd August, 6 were at higher Boarshaw on the 25th November.

ESCAPES AND FERAL SPECIES

BLACK SWAN








       Cygnus atratus
Australia and Tasmania

A bird was seen occasionally at Rhodes Lodges from January to March. A bird was seen on Chelburn Res on the 2nd November.

EMBDEN GOOSE                                                                                                                                Anser sp.
Domestic form of Greylag Goose

Birds of this form were by the canal at Littleborough, Hollingworth Lake, Rhodes Lodges and 1 turned up at Ashworth Moor Res for a short period.

EMPEROR GOOSE








     Anser canagicus
Alaska and NE Siberia

An attractive goose that showed mostly features of this species was at Hollingworth Lake area on the 13th October until the end of the year. It is presumed this is the same bird that was at Hope Carr near Pennington Flash in 2004.

MUSCOVY DUCK








  Cairina moschata
South America

3 birds were by the car park at Hollingworth Lake at the start of the year but only 2 remained by the end of the year. Up to 5 birds were seen along the canal at Stakehill throughout the year.

HELMETED GUINEAFOWL 






  Numida meleagris
Africa

Up to a dozen birds were seen around the canal at Stakehill throughout the year.

RED-TAILED HAWK








 Buteo jamaicensis
North and Central America

This species used to be seen around the A627M but has not been for a number of years. A juvenile was seen over Queens Park in March.

EASTERN ROSELLA







            Platycercus eximius
Australia

A bird was seen at Hollingworth Lake on the 11th September, the second year running this species has been seen locally.

NW Twite Project

Colour-ringing programme, update – by David Sowter and the Twite ringing team

The Twite is a red-listed bird species of conservation concern because of a widespread long-term contraction of its breeding range and a decline in numbers. The South Pennines remain the English stronghold of breeding Twite but conform to this worrying picture. National and Local Biodiversity Action Plans have highlighted the need for accurate data on Twite breeding biology and movements as efforts are made at all levels to halt its decline.

An intensive colour-ringing study of Twite in the South Pennines and on the coasts of Lancashire and Cumbria has been under way since the autumn of 2002. With much help from lots of people who have submitted sightings of the colour-ringed birds, it has been possible to confirm clearly the wintering and breeding grounds of these birds. The most significant movements are illustrated on the attached map, while numbers ringed and recaptured and the colour combinations in use are also detailed.

The map shows that Twite from the South Pennines Special Protection Area (SPA) and birds that appear to move through it in autumn, spend at least some of each winter mainly on the east and south-east coasts of England, with just a few moving to the west coast. The ringing of 345 Twite nestlings in the SPA confirmed that birds breeding there still go east and south-east in winter. However, until now, it was completely unknown that the majority of Twite wintering on the Lancashire and Cumbria coasts seem to breed on Scottish west-coast islands and on the Scottish mainland. A few of these colour-ringed coastal wintering birds have also been seen in the same winter, or subsequently, on the coast of Lincolnshire. Additionally, two birds ringed in the South Pennines were found breeding elsewhere in subsequent years, one in Scotland and one in Wales. Despite this small amount of cross-dispersal, the data have highlighted a clear need to cater for these two populations separately in formulating overall species conservation plans and in developing cross-border co-ordination to implement them. That situation may be replicated in other areas of England and possibly Wales and Ireland.

All ringing of full-grown birds has been carried out on sites where Nyjer seed has been put down to attract them and make them more easily visible. In some cases birds have apparently been encouraged to remain over winter in the general area of such sites, where previously flocks were not seen in that season. On one occasion at a feeding site where 74 Twite were present, 72 had been colour-ringed, indicating a relatively long-staying group. A network of feeding stations has been established in the South Pennines with great support from CJ Wildbird Foods and the RSPB, while United Utilities provide the rings and access to reservoir gathering grounds. Supplementary feeding fulfils a useful role in ensuring seed supplies at times of shortage where, in otherwise suitable breeding or wintering areas, a previously adequate natural wildflower-seed resource is diminishing in response to changes in land management. The upland locations of the feeding/ringing sites preclude their use by many other species and a very close watch is kept for signs of any of the diseases, especially Trichomaniasis, which can be spread where birds feed in numbers. Ideally, if land management around these places can be returned to a more sympathetic regime over time, the supplementary feeding can be discontinued. The RSPB and English Nature (Natural England) have been very active in encouraging farmers to develop twite-friendly practices across the SPA. The ringing programme is continuing at the established sites to monitor breeding performance as far as possible; to refine ageing and sexing data and to try to establish the origins of the hundreds of Twite which may not come from the South Pennines, but pass through in September and October each year. Sightings north of the current feeding stations are very few and additional ringing sites will be operating soon.

So, we still really need every sight record of colour-ringed Twite anywhere in the UK, every single time you see any.  Please send them to us by phone, letter or e-mail to either:-
David Sowter, 5 The Grove, Penwortham, Preston PR1 0UU            01772 749220       


  Mobile  07957 265797 davidsowter@freenet.co.uk  or         

Ian Harper, United Utilities, Rivington WTW, Bolton BL6 7RN     Ian.harper@unitedutilities.co.uk 

We will let you know where and when the birds you tell us about were ringed and will be happy to provide further information on progress of this project if you ask. The chart will help you to work out broadly where a colour-ringed bird originated from – but please make sure that you tell us the dates and places every time you see them. Map references are very helpful. If we have your e-mail address, future progress reports can be sent to you if requested.

Historical details and the current situation

The ringing programme was initiated in 2002 and capitalised on feeding stations which had been operated from 1997 at Light Hazzles by Brian Leecy before being expanded to Cant Clough at Burnley and the Lancashire coast at Heysham, largely following the discovery that Twite were quite partial to Nyjer seed. Soon afterwards, a nestling colour-ringing scheme was incorporated as a consequence of Andre Raine starting a PhD at the University of East Anglia - in part replicating, but also extending, the work done by Andy Brown et al in the South Pennines in the 1990s. As information has begun to accumulate, additional ringing sites have been used in South Cumbria at Borwick Rails and Askham-in-Furness; at Donna Nook on the Lincolnshire coast; Walberswick on the Suffolk coast and lastly, from Spring 2005, at Banks on the Ribble estuary.

Numbers of Twite colour-ringed at each site to 16/10/06

	Year
	Cant Clough
	Light Hazzles
	Heysham
	South Cumbria
	Donna Nook
	Banks
	Walberswick

	2002
	
	
	13
	
	
	
	

	2003
	546
	335
	298
	
	
	
	

	2004
	247
	176
	113
	84
	2
	
	

	2005
	169
	232
	42
	127
	
	37
	2

	2006
	75
	241
	
	11
	
	43
	22

	Totals
	1037
	984
	466
	222
	2
	80
	24


A running total of 2815 full-grown Twite plus 345 nestlings, giving a grand total of 3160 birds to date

Catching is not based on a constant effort approach and is affected by weather, bird activity and differing logistical constraints relating to each site, but as we proceed, the potential to glean more information about the birds’ movements and condition increases with each occasion they are re-sighted or re-caught. Both tables also show the efforts of the North Lancs, South-west Lancs and Leigh Ringing Groups together with individual ringers in South Cumbria, Suffolk and Lincolnshire. Oldest bird resighted to date is at least 3 years and 3.5 months old. A Belgian-ringed bird has been photographed at Light Hazzles and details are awaited.

Total numbers of birds re-caught at each site to 16/10/06

Figures in parentheses are the numbers of birds from other sites included in each total
	Year
	Cant Clough
	Light Hazzles
	Heysham
	South Cumbria
	Donna Nook
	Banks
	Walberswick

	2002
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003
	562(29)
	74(30)
	187(2)
	
	
	
	

	2004
	308(16)
	37(10)
	161(3)
	7(1)
	1(1)
	
	

	2005
	199(4)
	114(27)
	80(3)
	36(7)
	
	18(4)
	1

	2006
	115(22)
	122(23)
	
	20(1)
	
	13(4)
	5(4)
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Totals
	1267(79)
	347(90)
	428/8
	63(9)
	1(1)
	31(8)
	6(4)
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ARRIVAL DATES FOR SPRING AND AUTUMN SPECIES

	SPRING ARRIVALS

	 
	1976-1989
	1990-2005
	2006
	 

	Little-Ringed Plover
	N/A
	09-Apr
	01-Apr
	E

	Swift
	04-May
	29-Apr
	16-Apr
	E

	Swallow
	13-Apr
	04-Apr
	31-Mar
	E

	House Martin
	19-Apr
	20-Apr
	17-Apr
	E

	Wheatear
	24-Mar
	22-Mar
	26-Mar
	L

	Willow Warbler
	10-Apr
	04-Apr
	02-Apr
	=

	Sedge Warbler
	06-May
	10-May
	22-Apr
	E

	Whitethroat
	08-May
	02-May
	29-Apr
	E

	Lesser Whitethroat
	12-May
	05-May
	16-May
	L

	Garden Warbler
	07-May
	05-May
	10-May
	L

	Common Sandpiper
	17-Apr
	15-Apr
	13-Apr
	=

	Chiffchaff
	N/A
	23-Mar
	31-Mar
	L/OW

	
	
	
	
	

	AUTUMN ARRIVALS

	 
	1976-1989
	1990-2005
	2006
	 

	Redwing
	06-Oct
	05-Oct
	5-Oct 
	= 

	Fieldfare
	19-Oct
	14-Oct
	25-Oct
	L


E - Early, L - Late, = - Normal and OW – Over wintering birds excluded
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From the graph it is quite clear to see that the average arrival date for this species is getting earlier

ROCHDALE GARDEN BIRD SURVEY

On the 27th January many local birdwatchers took part in the first garden bird survey. The aim of this was to see the numbers of species and how many of each were visiting gardens. The results were very interesting and certain species were recorded more than expected and others were not. Siskin is perhaps the most surprising result, recorded in 56% of all the gardens surveyed – the same number as Great Tit. House Sparrow numbers were very low, only being recorded in 11% of the gardens. Another surprising result was Wren; only 7% of people doing this survey saw one. A wintering Blackcap was seen and made it on to the results. 

It is hoped that this survey will run every year and more frequently.

	 No.
	 Species
	 % in Gardens Surveyed

	 1
	 Blue Tit
	 92

	 2
	 Blackbird
	 85

	 3
	 Robin
	 77

	 4
	 Starling
	 70

	 5
	 Dunnock
	 70

	 6
	 Magpie
	 60

	 7
	 Great Tit
	 56

	 8
	 Siskin 
	 56

	 9
	 Chaffinch
	 53

	 10
	 Greenfinch
	 50

	 11
	 Wood Pigeon
	 50

	 12
	 Goldfinch
	 35

	 13
	 Coal Tit
	 28

	 14
	 House Sparrow
	 28

	 15
	 Collared Dove
	 25

	 16
	 Song Thrush
	 18

	 17
	 Feral Pigeon
	 14

	 18
	 Bullfinch
	 11

	 19
	 Long-tailed Tit
	 11

	 20
	 Sparrowhawk
	 7

	 21
	 Mistle Thrush
	 7

	 22
	 Wren
	 7

	 23
	 Goldcrest
	 3

	 24
	 Great Spotted Woodpecker
	 3

	 25
	 Blackcap
	 3 


ROCHDALE WILDFOWL COUNT

On the 9th December bird watchers covered 15 sites across the area at the same time to see how many individuals of bird were present in the area. The purpose of this was to exactly what species of wildfowl and how many were present in the area on a certain day. Swans, Ducks and Geese were all counted as well as Grebes, Herons, Gulls and Waders.

The event was a success and the information that was collected was very important. Typically, it seemed that on the day numbers were lower than the previous days and the days after the event. Sites were covered at dusk and notes were made on directions and numbers if certain birds left a site and if certain birds arrived at another to see if there was duplication. 

	SPECIES
	AMR
	AKZ
	CHL
	CHP
	DOC
	GBO
	HOL
	PIE
	PIL
	RHO
	SHA
	SFP
	SPR
	WAT

	Great Crested Grebe
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	8
	
	
	
	
	

	Little Grebe
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cormorant
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grey Heron
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	
	2
	1
	
	
	
	

	Mute Swan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	1
	
	
	
	

	Canada Goose
	
	100
	27
	2
	
	
	147
	29
	93
	59
	
	45
	
	

	White-fronted Goose
	
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mallard
	2
	
	6
	
	2
	18
	81
	10
	
	19
	
	29
	8
	5

	Teal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	5
	
	
	
	24
	
	
	

	Tufted Duck
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	4
	
	5
	
	

	Goosander
	59
	
	3
	
	
	
	
	4
	
	2
	
	
	3
	

	Coot
	
	
	
	12
	
	
	
	
	
	12
	
	
	2
	1

	Moorhen 
	
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	7
	2
	
	3
	1

	Golden Plover
	
	
	
	4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lapwing
	30
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Snipe
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3

	Black-headed Gull
	600
	
	
	66
	
	
	
	
	
	62
	
	
	
	4

	Common Gull
	250
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9

	Great Black-backed Gull
	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


KEY

AMR – Ashworth Moor Reservoir, AKZ – Akzo Pond, CHL – Chelburn Reservoir, CHP – Clegg Hall Pools, DOC –Doc Dam, GBO – Greenbooth, HOL – Hollingworth Lake, PIE – Piethorne Valley,             PIL – Pilsworth Fisheries, RHO – Rhodes Lodges, SHA – Shaw Moss, SFP – Springfield Park,                SPR – Spring Mill Res,     WAT – Watergrove.

Queens Park was hoped to be included in the count but no one was able to cover it.

2006 BIRD YEAR LIST COMPETITION

At the start of the year a competition was formed to see who could see the most species of bird within the recording area in a year. 12 people took part and it was the competition that encouraged people to go out and look for birds in Rochdale and so from that more valuable records were received. Having a year off allowed me to focus a lot of time on this competition and from that set a new local record – 152 (92% of all the species seen in 2006).

This competition is running again and it is much closer than 2006! You can take part my contacting me – my details are at the end.

	Pos
	Name
	Total

	1
	David Winnard
	152

	2
	Steve Atkins
	137

	3
	Steve Collins
	132

	4
	Simon Hitchen
	130

	5
	Alan Nuttall
	128

	6
	Chris Johnson
	123

	7
	Peter Stevens
	112

	8
	Kate Sutton
	111

	9
	Simon Harris
	105

	10
	Phil Harwood
	88

	11
	Steve Bostock
	82

	12
	Brian Warren
	79


	Name
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec

	Steve Atkins
	59
	70
	78
	98
	107
	108
	116
	126
	130
	134
	137
	137

	Steve Bostock
	45
	50
	59
	68
	75
	75
	75
	76
	77
	78
	81
	82

	Steve Collins
	55
	63
	82
	102
	110
	111
	112
	122
	123
	126
	129
	132

	Simon Harris
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	84
	96
	96
	98
	101
	101
	105

	Phil Harwood
	58
	66
	68
	80
	80
	85
	88
	88
	88
	88
	88
	88

	Simon Hitchen 
	-
	-
	85
	95
	110
	110
	116
	119
	122
	127
	130
	130

	Chris Johnson
	-
	-
	81
	99
	106
	108
	108
	109
	115
	119
	123
	123

	Alan Nuttall
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	103
	115
	120
	125
	128
	128

	Peter Stevens
	61
	64
	76
	92
	99
	100
	102
	102
	105
	110
	112
	112

	Kate Sutton
	63
	63
	71
	81
	95
	96
	103
	104
	108
	109
	111
	111

	Brian Warren
	-
	45
	71
	75
	75
	75
	75
	77
	77
	79
	79
	79

	David Winnard
	72
	77
	96
	115
	123
	125
	131
	141
	144
	147
	150
	152

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rochdale Total
	82
	90
	113
	128
	136
	140
	150
	155
	159
	160
	163
	164


Monthly stats – The total of what each person was on at the end of each month.

WILDLIFE OF ROCHDALE WEBSITE

www.wildlifeofrochdale.co.uk 
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{ Wildlife of Rochdale | and its surrounding areas - Windows Internet Explorer,

29th - Updates to the competition have ben made.

8th April - A Forum has been added in the new members area, the forum

you to see recent sightings quicker than they are put on the m:

sightings, ask about places to go and where to see local species. It is easy to use and

very easy to become a member, simply click on the members area page and the click
join here.

LATEST SIGHTINGS!

29th April

Ashworth Moor Res: 2 Whimbrel passed through breifly. 19 Wheatear were
present this evening.

Hollingworth Lake: 2 Sedge Warbler present at Hollingworth Lake.

Piethorne Valley: 3 f1ar-tailed Gowit (present at same time as watergove birds
50 at least 8 birds in the area), also Common Sandpipier.

stakehill: 1 singing Lesser Whitethroat, 1 female Whinchat, 5 Whitethroat all
present just behind stakehill Ind Est and at Higher Boarshaw.

Watergrove: Now 5 far-
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The wildlife of Rochdale website really took off in 2006. The purpose of it was to pass sightings on to as many local people as soon as possible. Sightings were updated daily, photos from around the area were added and competitions were also created to make it more interactive. 

With the website being able to be accessed by anyone more and more people have got involved and from this the amount of sightings being received has increased. The website also offers information on a variety of wildlife that occurs within the area and more information is being added in 2007 such as a flower, mammal and butterfly section. 

A forum where local wildlife enthusiasts has been added so people can discuss sightings and ask questions.

The website has become the most important feature to any local bird watcher and over 2007 will be greatly improved. You can also have sightings text to your mobile phone – see the website for details.

SITE A-Z

	SITE
	GREID REF
	SITE
	GREID REF

	Akzo Pond
	SD935155
	Lords Wood
	SD881083

	Alkrington Woods
	SD863050
	Lower Naden
	SD855163

	Ashworth Moor Res
	SD830155
	Middle Naden
	SD853167

	Ashworth Valley
	SD847126
	Myrtle Road Lodges
	SD881066

	Bib Knowl
	SD934141
	Naden Valley
	SD845180

	Birch
	SD850075
	Newbold
	SD910130

	Blackstone Edge Res
	SD972181
	Norden
	SD855145

	Blakley Golf Course
	SD877039
	Norman Hill Res
	SD968131

	Bleakedgate Moor
	SD976132
	Oakenbank Wood
	SD872083

	Brownhouse Wham
	SD895169
	Ogden Res
	SD953123

	Buckley 
	SD905155
	Oulder Hill
	SD876134

	Byron Edge
	SD969190
	Piethorne Res
	SD965127

	Calderbrook Moor
	SD940190
	Piethorne Valley
	SD962128

	Carr Wood
	SD851130
	Pilsworth Fisheries
	SD830085

	Castle Hill Quarry
	SD829124
	Pilsworth Tip
	SD826088

	Castleshaw Res
	SD994096
	Queens Park
	SD858116

	Chadderton
	SD899058
	Rainshore Lodge
	SD853165

	Chelburn Res
	SD951193
	Rakewood
	SD943149

	Clegg Hall Fisheries
	SD923145
	Rhodes Lodges
	SD859052

	Clegg Hall Marsh
	SD925142
	Roach Bank Farm
	SD813091

	Cowpe Moss
	SD855195
	Rochdale Cemetery
	SD879131

	Crimble Mill
	SD865115
	Rochdale Golf Course
	SD870135

	Crook Moor
	SD920191
	Rochdale Town Centre
	SD897128

	Deeply Vale
	SD824146
	Rooden Res
	SD971118

	Denehurst Park
	SD879137
	Rooley Moor
	SD864172

	Ding Quarry
	SD850187
	Rough Bank Plantation
	SD965128

	Doc Dam
	SD856149
	Rydings Lodge
	SD905162

	Ealees Valley
	SD944162
	Shaw Moss
	SD932142

	Fern Isle Wood
	SD870177
	Shore Moor
	SD930190

	Glade Wood
	SD871086
	Smallbridge
	SD915153

	Green Lane
	SD867105
	Spring Mill Res
	SD875170

	Green Withens
	SD988163
	Springfield Park
	SD875125

	Greenbooth
	SD855154
	Stakehill
	SD899078

	Gristlehurst Woods
	SD849199
	Summit
	SD947185

	Hanging Lees Res
	SD970124
	Tandle Hill
	SD903086

	Healey Dell
	SD877158
	Trub
	SD890090

	Heywood Cricket Club
	SD860114
	Turf Moor
	SD824175

	Higher Barn Farm
	SD835085
	Turvin Clough
	SD987206

	Higher Boarshaw
	SD885067
	Wardle
	SD913170

	Higher Naden
	SD851127
	Warland Res
	SD960205

	Higher Shore
	SD922189
	Watergrove
	SD910180

	Higher Slack Brook
	SD909191
	White Ash Res
	SD833122

	Hollingworth Lake
	SD937150
	White Holme Res
	SD970198

	Hopwood Woods
	SD872084
	
	

	Kitcliffe Res
	SD960125
	
	

	Lane Bottom Cemetery
	SD950120
	
	

	Langfield Common
	SD952227
	
	

	Light Hazzles Res
	SD963197
	
	

	Littleborough
	SD940160
	
	


SUBMITTING YOUR RECORDS

In August 2006 the recording of Rochdale Wildlife switched to software called Map Mate, a wildlife recording software. This new software allows us to now search through all the records for an individual species, site, date, recorder as well as many other possibilities. This can all be done in seconds where as before when the old card index system was being used would have taken hours!

You can send in your records in a variety of forms. I welcome all sightings no matter how common and in any format, Email, hand-written letters, Excel files, Map Mate files - any format what so ever. However, to make my life a little easier if people could download the sightings form and then email your sightings to me, it can be daily, weekly, monthly etc then they can be added almost direct to the Rochdale Wildlife database.
Email: davidwinnard@yahoo.co.uk
Address: 129 Edenfield Road, Rochdale, Lancs, OL11 5AE

Mobile: 07870406918

The more sightings that are collected and put into the database, the more understanding of the amazing wildlife in our area we will have
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Many thanks to everyone who has contributed – I know I will have missed a few out so please accept my apologies now. If you get in touch with me I will sort it for the 2007 report.
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A running total of 2143 birds re-caught, including 199 birds from other sites (termed “controls”)
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